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^TRDDUCTIDN 

The All India Railway Workers conference was 
held on 16th and 17th Sept, in Calcutta under the 
auspices of the AITUC. 

Com. Chabinath Misir, pointsman of B B & C I 
Railway presided. 

At this conference came 300 delegates from all Ot'er 
India, representing SIR Labour Union, GIP Railway- 
men’s Union, BB&CI Railwaymen’s Union, EP Railway 
Workers Union, El Rail Road Workers* Union, OT 
Rail Road Workers’ Union, Assam Rail Road Workers’ 
Union, MSM Railway Workers’Union, BNR Worker’s 
Union, etc. with an organised membership of about 
one and half lakhs. 

Among the delegates, most of whom came directly 
from their places of work, where gangmen, firemen, 
drivers, fitters, guards, station masters, clerks, traffic, 
engineering, workshop staff etc. Some of the delega¬ 
tes had recently come out of Congress jails, others 
were suspended or discharged from service before and 
after 9th March for leading the battle for better living 
conditions and trade union rights. 

In conditions of savage repression of the Govern¬ 
ment and active opposition of the Railway Administra¬ 
tions, these brave railwaymen had come risking punish¬ 
ment, victimisation and even arrests. 

Fraternal delegates from the Jute, Engineering, 
Textile, Tram and other industries and concerns in 
West Bengal participated in the conference and 
pledeged their solidarity and support to the railway- 
men. Among the fraternal delegates were many who 
have withstood lathis, teargas and bullets of the 
Congress Government, while fighiting for economic 
demands and democratic liberties. 

The unity of the workers and toiling people of 
India and Pakistan despite t|ie treacherous deal of 
Congress and League leadera British imperialism, 
was expressed'through the/^^micipation of fraternal 
delegates from Eastern Beh|^>BaUway. 



The delegates met in conference to discuss about 
their urgent problems to consider a plan for effectively 
fighting back the Govt’s and Railway Board’s offensive 
and treachery of Socialist leaders. They mot to build 
a fighting central organisation of railwaymen which 
will lead them in this struggle for more wages, leave, 
lesser hours of work, against retrenchment, workload, 
for trade union liberties and release of railwaymen and 
other trade union leaders. This task could no longer 
be delayed as the All India Railwaymen’s Federation 
became an open strike-breaking agency and an instru¬ 
ment of surrender and betrayal of workers’ struggle 
at the behest of the Congress Capitalist Government. 

The conference was opened by Com. Nasarulla on 
behalf of the BPTUC. In a brief speech he welcomed 
the delegates and reminded them that in their delibera¬ 
tions they must remember that they were not alone 
but part of the eight lakhs organised workers under 
the AITUC which was fighting the terror of the 
Congress Government in all provinces and waging a 
determined struggle against the attempt of the capita¬ 
lists to transfer the burden of the crisis on the 
shoulders of the workers and toiling people. 

The President Com. Chabinath urged upon the 
workers to appreciate the lessons of 9th March strike, 
and realise that the workers’ stuggle for economic 
betterment was vitally linked with the fight to replace 
the Congress Capitalist Government by a peoples’ 
democratic government of the workers, peasents and 
oppressed middle class. 

The decision of this historic conference of unity 
and struggle was announced at a mass rally of , over 
fifteen thousand people. 



REPORT ADOPTED BY THE 
ALL INDIA RAILWAY WORKERS 
CONFERENCE 

The representatives of the S. I. Railway Labour Union, 
the E. I. Rail Road Workers Union, the Assam Rail 
Road Workers Union, the O. & T. Rail Road Workers 
Union, the Eastern Punjab Railway Workers Union, 
the B. B. C. I. Railwaymen’s Union, the G. I. P. 
Railwaymen’s Union, the M. & S. M. Railway 
Workers Union, the B. N. R. Workers’ Union etc. 
are meeting to take momentous decisions. Among 
these are the important decisions to form a new central 
organisation of Indian Railwaymen, to prepare for a 
decisive all-India Struggle for realisation of the basic 
demands of Indian Railwaymen and for defeating the 
all out offensive planned by the Railway Board and the 
Congress capitalist Government. 

The Unions assembled today are those which have 
been organising and leading workers struggle on all 
the Indian Railway for years. Whether in 1946, 27th June 
strike, whether in putting forward workers case before 
the Central Pay Commission and fighting against the 
mischievous proposals of the Railway managements, 
whether in putting forword the workers case and defen- 
ding them before the Adjudication demanding 40 hours 
week and one month and 20 days’ leave with pay to all 
Railway workers, whether in giving a bold lead of all 
India Rly. workers strike to secure a living wage or in 
actually organising and preparing for such a strike and 
conducting a successful ballot for a strike, as also giving 
a bold and correct lead to Railwaymen for a general 
strike from 9th March as the only way out for securing 
workers demands, it is these Unions that have been in 
the fore-front. Not only have these Unions fought 
bravely the repression of the Government but have 
fought against attempts at disruption and disunity by 
the INTUC and the Socialist leaders inside the Railway- 
men’s Federation. 
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These Unions by their bold and determined stand 
in defence of workers’ interest and through correct lead 
to the Indian Railwaymen stand today as the vanguard 
of Railway workers. Over 3,000 Railwaymen, who 
were the militant active Union workers who have fought 
under the banner of these Unions and were at helm of 
Railway workers’ struggle, were put behind bars on the 
eve of 9th March strike. The Presidents and General 
Secretaries of all these Unions, other office bearers and 
the members of the managing committees of these Unions 
were either arrested or have been driven underground. 
And yet today the representatives of all these Unions, 
representatives coming direct from the fighting lines are 
meeting to consider a plan to smash the offensive of 
the Government and win workers’ just demands. These 
Unions which are the vanguard of the Indian Railway- 
men are the real obstacle in the path of the Congress 
capitalist Government and the disruptors who find that 
despite repression and most shameless disruption 
attempted, the railwaymen throughout India look for lead 
to these very organisations which the Government wants 
to suppress. The fact that Railway Trade Unions 
meeting in this Conference have been able to withstand 
this ferocious offensive shows how a real fighting unity 
is being forged under the banner of these unions. The 
repression has failed. Because the policy of these Unions 
is the exact reflection of the expectations of workers 
and we have not the least doubt that not before long the 
entire mass of Indian Railwaymens will rally under the 
banner of these Unions for a decisive struggle against 
the Congress capitalist Government and the Railway 
Board which are planning a big offensive against 
Railway workers. 

The Government knows full well that no offensive 
against railwaymen has any chance of success unless the 
vanguard, that is, the very Unions which have assembled 
in this confereuce are suppressed. It is not without 
meaning that while attempts are being made to suppress 
these unions and their recognition withdrawn, facilities 
to work removed, the union militants victimised, the 
Government and the Railway Board are giving all 
facilities to their henchmen the strike-breakers, the 
disruptors like INTUC leaders and the Socialist leaders. 
But in class struggle these methods which have been 
used by the bourgeoisie in crisis have proved a failure 
and history will repeat itself in a new way in India too. " 
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The capitalist crisis is fast deepening. General depre¬ 
ssion in all trades, accumulation of stocks, closures of 
mills and factories, hundreds and thousands of workers 
being thrown out of employment is the order of the day. 
In their attempts ^to safeguard their profits, the capi¬ 
talists are trying to transfer the burden of the crisis on 
to the shoulders of workers. Through inflation they 
directly loot the workers and all the toiling mass of 
people. Through black market they commit open 
robbery. Through freezing of wages, by retrenchment 
of hundreds and thousands of workers, they seek to 
solve the crisis at the expense of the workers. 

Whatever claims may be made by the Congress leaders 
and even Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru who is reported to 
have said that during this period workers have grown 
richer, the real wages have considerably declined even 
if we take the understated version of the Government 
I/abour Department. In the Labour Year Book Published 
in 1948 Government of India on Page 160 states as 
follows : 

‘'Taking the whole period 1939-46, the average 
earnings of all industries increased only by 115 
percent whereas the cost of living in difierent 
provinces increased from 150 to 250 percent so 
that the wages have considerably lagged behind.” 

The above statement of the Government of India 
shows clearly that while the cost of living has risen by 
250 percent the money wages have risen only by 115 
percent which means the real wages have declined much 
below 1939 wretched wage level. This was the state of 
affairs up to end of 1946. The lag between wages and 
rise in the cost of living has greatly widened in subse¬ 
quent years—leaving wages far behind the cost of living 
which means further decline in the wages. 

We can yet see another admission by the capitalists. 
These statements are understatements and show condition 
of workers far less worse than what actually is. And 
yet the capitalists are compelled to admit irrefutable 
facts. The Eastern Economist of Birla in its 1949 
Annual Number admits that in 1939 the average annual 
earnings of a worker were 287. In 1947-48, they had 
fallen to 249. This means a reduction of 13 percent in 
the real average earnings of a worker. This shows how 
on an all India scale the wages have declined. 
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The Railways have suffered much worse. The Eastern 
Economist of may 4, 1949 said : 

“The total number of railway employees, both 
permanent and temporary (excluding staff 
employed on construction works) at the end 
of this year, was 82, 37,12, which compares to 
77, 19, 93, at the end of previous year'. The wage 
bill for Class I railways alone jumped from 52*02 
crores to 63'36 crores, an increase of 11*34 crores. 
This was largely the result of the Central Pay 
Commission’s recommendations and the amalgama¬ 
tion of sections of B. A. Railway with the E. I. R. 
and O.T.R." 

This means that on March 31, 1948, the average 
annual earnings of the Railway Workers according to 
these figures were Rs 769*1. The total average annual 
earnings of a railway employee in 1939 was 541. What¬ 
ever the fantastic claims made by Government and the 
railway managements that railway workers have been 
given a fair deal, the fact is that average money earnings 
of Railway Employees have risen only by 43 percent 
between 1939 to 1948 as against the rise in the cost of 
living ^om 150 to 250 percent as per Government’s own 
statement. Further, even as per Government’s own state¬ 
ment the average rise is 115 percent between 1939-46 
whereas rise in the money wages of Railway workers is 
only 43 percent. This will show how hard is a Railway 
worker hit as a resxtlt of the crisis. 

Compared to average annual earnings of workers 
in some other industries where also wages are very low 
and have no relation whatsoever to a living wage, 
we will see how unfavourably the wages of Railway 
workers are. 

Average annual earnings of a Textile worker were 
1,041 in Bombay, or Rs 911*3 in all the provinces, 
Rs 890*2 in the minerals and metals and Rs 1071*2 in 
the mints. Compare this with the average earnings of 
a Railway employee at Rs 769*1. Thus in 1939 the 
average wage of a Railway worker, which was already 
very low in relation to living wage, which compared 
slightly better with wages in other industries lagged far 
behind by 31 March, 1948 and is lower than the average 
annual earnings of workers in the major industries. 

During 1948, workers’ wages were further attacked. 
The cheap grain shop concessions were radically cur- 
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tailed and thus a wage cut effected. And if we consider the 
movement of the cost of living index figure, during 
1948 it has gone by 39 points in Bombay, 68 points in 
Ahmedabad, 69 points in Jalgaon, 103 points in Kanpur, 
74 points in Nagpur. Thus it will be seen that when the 
cost of living has gone up Railway workers wages were 
further attacked. 

Such is the nature of general crisis and its effects on 
Railway workers. 

It is against the.se conditions that we have been 
waging a determined battle and fighting for realisation 
of basic demands for living wage and security of service. 

It is against these conditions that 350 thousand 
organised Railwaymen had unanimously voted for All 
India General Strike. It is with a view to fight against 
growing worsening condition and to defeat the offensive 
of the Railway Board and win workers a living wage 
and security of service that our Unions prepared for a 
general strike to start from 9th March, 1949, which action 
was suppressed by the Government with ferocious fascist 
repression and by the treachery of the INTUC leaders 
and the Socialist leaders of the Railwaymen’s Federation. 

NEW OFFENSIVE 

So far as, a threat of All India Strike action was 
facing the Congress Government, it could not dare attack 
Railwaymen. The Railway Inquiry Committee Report 
which recommends mass retrenchment was submitted 
on the 6th November, 1948 but the Government could 
not dare publish that report far from attempting to 
implement it. The Socialist leaders and their representa¬ 
tive Guruswamy who were a party to this report could 
not dare disclose the information about this report which 
calls for mass retrenchment. The workers were so 
determined to fight and defeat the offensive of the 
Government that it could not dare attempt to carry out 
its offensive unless it has suppressed the vanguard and 
thus disorganised the forces of workers. 

The Government let loose unprecedented fascist 
repression against Railwaymen and put in jail 3,000 
workers militants and all Union leaders and brought in 
use fully the treachery of the Socialist leaders and the 
INTUC stooges to stab workers in the back. This is 
how they suppressed the 9th March Strike by fascist 
repression and base treachery. 

Bmboldened by their success in suppressing the 
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9th March Strike they have now come fojward to carry 
through all their plans of offensive against Railway 
workers. 

The recommendations of the Railway Inquiry Commi¬ 
ttee Report are accepted by the Government. These 
recomjnendations suggest retrenchment of over 32,000 
workers from railway Workshops, 6 500 from the engineer- 
ing department, 20,000 from the railway grain shops, 
and thousands of temporary and casual labour from all 
the departments. In addition to mass retrenchment 
there is a recommendation of complete closure of Railway 
Grain Shops, victimisation of Union militants, intensi¬ 
fication of work by new job analysis, trade test and 
similar measures to intensify exploitation of workers. 
Having suppressed the strike Government feels that it 
will now be able to cany out their offensive against 
workers. Thus workers are faced with a mass retrench¬ 
ment, wage cut, intensification of work, and cutting 
down whatever allowances we are getting. It means 
Worsening of the conditions all round. 

The Government’s offensive makes it clear beyond 
doubt that there is no way to smash this, offensive except 
the way of a general strike of all India Railway workers. 
The offensive of the Government only justifies the 
correctness of our programme of 9th March Strike. 

A CONVENTION OF FIGHTING UNITY 

Many may ask—why do you start a new organisation ? 

The reply is ; Because such is the emphatic and un¬ 
equivocal desire of all the lakhs of Railwaymen who 
voted ^ unhesitatingly for All-India strike on March 9th. 
Such is the will of the Indian Railwaymen who, by their 
own courage and militant actions, have torn the mask 
from the face of the treacherous splitters and Strike- 
^ breakers at the head of the AIRP. The mandate for 
. P given by the workers through their great Strike 

Ballots of 1*949 was also a mandate to purge their ranks 
t cowards and capitalist stooges and to elect a fighting 
^ All-India leadership which would remain faithful to the 
^ cause of the workers through all trials and tribulations, 
j and capable of leading them to victory in the grim class 
batUes against a ruthless and bankrupt enemy. 

Today, in this Convention, we are discharging, and 
are proud and privileged to discharge, this historic 
mandate given to us by the invincible and heroic Railway- 
luen of our country.. Today, the eyes of every railway 



[ 7 ] 


worker are turned with hope towards our Convention, 
because he sees it as the long-cherished fulfilment of his 
dreams—a Convention of fighters, a Convention of unity, 
a Convention of tried and tested soldiers and commanders, 
who have cleansed and purified their ranks of the traitors 
' masquarading for so many years as “Socialists” and 
“workers” leaders. 

Our enemies and slanderers will no doubt shriek to 
the heavens about the “split” and will try to accuse us as 
“splitters.” The workers know better. The workers 
know that it is not the Unions assembled here, but 
Jaiprakash Narain and Guruswamy, who have from the 
very beginning tried to disrupt the workers’ ranks at 
the behest of the capitalists and their Congress Govern¬ 
ment. The workers know that it is the Unions assembled 
here, which have consistently, patiently and doggedly 
fought for real workers* unity in defence of their rights 
and demands, and have spared no effort to forge a mighty 
united front for struggle by remaining loyal to the 
workers* mandate. But Jaiprakash and Guruswamy, like 
their counter-parts Deakin and Carey at the W. F. T. U., 
do not want unity of the workers for struggle, they want 
to sabotage every strike and struggle against the capita¬ 
list offensive, they want to divide and weaken the workers 
and to leave them helpless in the face of mass retrench¬ 
ment, wage cuts, closure of grain shops, suppression of 
T.U. activities, etc. 

Unity of the workers is their most powerful and 
decisive weapon in the fight against capital. That is why 
the traitor leaders of the AIRF want to take away this 
weapon, to disarm the workers, and to hand them over, 
bound hand and foot to the tender mercies of the Rail¬ 
way Board. 

Faced with the irresistible pro-struggle unity of the 
workers in every workshop and shed, oflSce and line, 
faced with the prospect of a country-wide mass struggle 
in defence of their minimum and legitimate rights, these 
traitors to the working class not only shamelessly vio¬ 
lated the democratic mandate given by the workers for 
strike on March 9th, they sought to seal their treachery 
by wholesale dis-affiliation from the AIRF of mass 
Unions like the S. I. R. Labour Union, E. I. Rail Road 
Workers* Union, B. B. & C. I. Railwaymen*s Union, 
G. I. P. Railwaymen’s Union, etc. 

Thus, Jaiprakash and Guruswamy themselves openly 
violeted the most elementary, democratic principles of any 
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mass organisation. The Socialist leaders revealed themselves 
as deadly enemies of the workers, prepared to go to any 
lengths, even to act as spies and informers, in order to 
prevent a united struggle in the common interests of 
all Railwaymen. They are the splitters, they are the 
disruptors, they broke 9th March Strike’ They have 
betrayed every principle and tradition of unity and 
straggle, and for which countless sons of the Working 
class have sacrificed their lives, jobs and liberty. 

Today, we are undoubtedly at a parting of the ways. 
But it is emphatically not a parting between workers and 
workers. It is a parting and a welcome parting, between 
the overwhleming mass of Railwaymen, between the 
ordinary Gangmen, Shed-khalasi, driver, fitter, firemen 
and clerk on the one side, and a miserable handful of 
Socialist “leaders” and motley traitors and strike-breakers 
on the other, who have shamelessly turned the AIRF into 
a splitting machine in the hands of the capitalist Railway 
Board at New Delhi. 

The forces of unity, the genuine and honest forces 
of workers’ solidarity against the class ene ny, are 
gathered here in this Convention, which represents the 
real will of lakhs of railwaymen who are not prepared 
to take lying down the offensive of the Govt, 
gainst their living standards and democratic rights. 
Those who ran and rave in impotent fury outside this 
conference hall are discredited splitters who represent 
nobody, who know that their splitting game has at last 
been exposed and defeate d by the railway workers and 
who are probably at this very moment closeted in secret 
talks with the Government and its stooge National 
Federation of Railwaymen to hatch some new conspiracy 
behind the workers’ backs. 

Only last month, here in Calcutta, when the E. I. R. 
oflSce employees were heckling Jaiprakash Narain in his 
meeting, this great Socialist leader lost his temper and 
burst out ’Tf you don’t want me as your leader, you can 
go and form a separate federation”. With one voice, the 
employees replied, “We shall accept your challenge 1” 
But, as a matter of fact, Jaiprakash was giving the Railway- 
men a piece ef gratuitous and unnecessary advice 1 When 
3^ lakhs of Railwaymen voted solidly for strike, when 
they passed through the testing fire of March 9th itself, 
they had already voted for an end to “leader” like Jaipra¬ 
kash and Guruswamy. They had voted in favour of a new 
organisation uniting all militant and honest workers. 
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Therefore, from the platform of this Xonvention, we 
proclaim the death-knell of these traitors, these splitters 
and strike-breakers ! This Convention is a turning point 
in the history of the Indian railwaymen^s long and 
glorious movement. It marks the emergence of a central 
All-India organisation of a new type, behind which will 
rally the entire mass of railwaymen to forge a mighty, 
united fighting front that will cry halt to the offensive of 
the Congress capitalist Government and win the workers 
demands. 

But to be able to have correct and precise estimate of 
.the betrayal of the Socialist leaders who betrayed strike 
on the 9th March and who have transformed the Railway- 
men’s Federation into an instrument of surrender and 
betrayal before the Congress bourgeoisie it will be neces¬ 
sary to examine the past history of similar acts parti¬ 
cularly since the time of great historic strike struggle that 
the railwaymen prepared for and which was to start from 
27th June, 1946. It will also be necessary to concretely 
examine general strike breaking activities that are 
pursued by the Socialist leaders in almost all the struggles. 
This will give the correct clue to their treachery in the 
Railwaymen’s Federation and show a way out. 

SOCIALIST LEADERS BETRAY 1946 June STRIKE 

Immediately the Second World War eneded, the Railway 
Board and the Government of India planned to throw out 
of employment over 2 Lakhs of Railway workers on the 
ground that as the war was ended there was this surplus. 
Besides this all the demands of workers for wage increase 
and reduction of hours of work etc., were turned down. 
In such circumstances the Railway workers took a 
decision for an all-India strike on the 5th May, 1946 in 
Bombay to start a strike from 27th June, 1946. At the 
time this desision was taken Socialist leaders like Shib- 
nath Banerjee and others.tried their best to whittle down 
demands of workers. They thus tried to weaken the 
strike struggle from the very beginning. But the pressure 
of workers was so strong that the Socialist leaders could 
not prevent a strike action being decided. 

Mass enthusiasm and the fervour of the Railway 
workers that was wtinessed in preparations for the strike 
was unprecedented. Throughout the preparations for 
this strike it is these unions assembled here that 
did most of the organisation work for the strike 
while the reformist leaders hardly made any movement. 
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Reformist leaders like Khedgikar, Gnrnswamy, Kalappa, 
M. A. Khan did their best to sabotage Strike Ballot and 
yet the workers' fervour for strike was so strong that in 
scores of meetings workers announced their determina¬ 
tion to go on strike from 27th. June, '46. Nearly 2i 
lakhs of workers participated in the ballot for strike. 
Tens of thousands of workers joined the Unions to secure 
right to vote for strike. Membership of the E. L Railway 
Union despite the reformist, strike sabotaging leadership 
increased by tens of thousands. On N. W. Railway 
where the reformist M. A. Khan and others were sobotag- 
ing strike, under the leadership of Com. Mirza Ibrahim 
the popular leader of N. W. Railway Workers ( now put 
in jail by Pakistan Government ) and the Action Commi¬ 
ttee formed by militant workers, 70,000 workers went 
on strike to vote for strike in the ballot. On. B. N. 
Railway, Kalappa was forced by workers to take a 
strike ballot and serve strike notice. 

Not only mass of workers but also clerical staff joined 
the strike preparation and were determined to go on 
strike from 27 June, '46. 

The Railway workers from all railways were to go on 
strike and get settled all question, of wage increase, of 
security of job, and all other demands. But as the date 
of strike came nearer the reformist leaders started backing 
out. At Bombay meeting Socialist leader Shibiiath 
Banerjee actually attempted to move a resolution oppo¬ 
sing the strike but worker delegates laughed at him and he 
had to drop the proposal. The statement issued by 
Maulana Azad, Asaf Ali, and other Congress leaders 
were meant to confuse the workers and deceive them 
and create disunity among them. This statement was 
issued on the eve of decision for a strike. Taking advan¬ 
tage of this statement the Khedgikar, Giri and other 
national reformist leaders tried to oppose the strike but 
they were not successful in their attempts because 
workers were well determined for strike action. 27th June 
strike decision was thus forced on there reformist 
leadership of the Federation by the indignant workers 
and one which they dared not oppose. The reformists 
however hoped to sabotage the action at a future date. 

The Government seeing that their fiifth column, the 
Socialist and Congress leaders inside the Federation and 
their other loyal lackies could not prevent a strike 
decision they were compelled to revise their original 
stand of no concession and announced concession worth 
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3^ crores. Khedgikar, Gurnswamy ,and other reformist 
leaders wanted to accept this concession and call off 
strike. Thus came the first open attempt to sabotage 
strike. But workers were not prepared to listen to such 
advice and the Government had to further revise their 
attitude and agree to a little more conccvSsion. But the 
Government wanted to cheat the workers and they could 
do so because of the sabotage by those very leaders of 
the Federation who shamelessly broke the 9th March 
strike in 1949. Government wanted to tide over the 
critical situation so that they could peacefully and 
easilly betray the national independence to British 
Imperialism. This was made possible by the treachery 
of Socialist and other Congress and League fifth column 
that existed in the Fedaration. 

On Comrade Kalyaiisundaram moving a resolution 
that the concession be rejected and we should go ahead 
with the strike, the Socialist and Congress agents forming 
almost 50 percent of the vote declared that they will 
oppose strike if it is called. As a result of this open 
treachery by the Socialist leadership and Congress 
leaders in the Federation the great strike of 27th June, 
1946 did not materialise and the Government could gain 
time both for torpedoing the demands .of workers as 
well have a treacherous collaboration with British 
Imperialism against workers, peasants and people of 
whole of India. 

Thus we find that the first all-India action of the 
Railway workers was openly and shamelessly betrayed by 
open sabotage by Congress and the Socialist leaders 
joined by supporters of Muslim League in the Federation. 

SECOND BETRAYAL 

On May 16th, 1947, the Central Pay Commission 
published its scales of pay and other recommendations. 
These scales' of pay and recommendations were 
most disruptive, did not concede railway workers’ 
demands for a living wage, denied dearness allowance at 
the rate fully compensating the rise in the cost of living. 
And finally they suggested complete closure of railway 
grain shops, as well lowest scale for skilled artisans a 
wretched scale of 40—60. Against these pay Commission’s 
scales of pay there were expressed de-satisfaction from 
every quarter and radical amendments were suggested by 
every Railway Union. 

It was in these circumstances special convention of the 
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federation met at Gorakhpur, on 6th June, 194Z The 
Socialist leaders were making every effort to whittle down 
proposals for modifications in the Pay Commission’s scale 
so that it should not be difficult for the Congress Govern¬ 
ment to deal with them. At this meeting once again 
suggestions moved by com. Shermohamed for one day 
strike on 27th June, ’47 in protest against the adverse 
effects of the Pay Commission was opposed by the Socia¬ 
list and Congress leaders. The Congress and the Socia¬ 
list leaders had even allowed the Police to install near the 
meeting place to terrorise the delegates. The opposition 
to struggle by the Socialist and Congress leaders was open 
and determined. This marred the chances of any protest 
action being initiated. The only thing that was decided 
at the meeting was that a protest day demonstration was 
called on 27th June, ’47. 

The Government was able to see that reformist and 
particularly the Socialist leaders who had come at 
the helm of the Federation were bent upon preventing 
any strike action of workers. This weakness of the 
Federation leadership was fnlly exploited by the Govern¬ 
ment who lost no time in turning down all proposals for 
modification in Central Pay Commission Scale and after 
they were certain that a strike through Federation was 
not going to be called so far as the J. P. & Co. had the 
leadership. It should be remembered that it is all the 
Unions assembled here who had raised a powerful protest 
agianst the unjust nature of the C. P. C. recommendations 
and had demanded strike action. It is these Unions which 
have led many partial actions against unjust and harmful 
recommendations of the Central Pay Commission. 

THIRD BETRAYAL ON 27th JUNE, 1947 

In their treacherous deal with the British Government 
the Congress and Muslim League leaders both had 
partitioned India to serve the ends of bourgeoisie. The 
logical result of this open betrayal of the national libera¬ 
tion movement by the bourgeoisie was breaking out of 
Communal riots in which thousands and lakhs of Hindu 
and Muslim brethren were butchered. A communique 
was issued by the Government of India asking both the 
Hindu and Muslim workers to select in which part of the 
Government i. e. Indian Union or Pakistan Government 
they wanted to remain. This displacement of workers 
had one sinister motive—to deprive thousands of 
Hindu and Muslim workers of their Jobs. This was what 
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was actually done. Besides, orders were issued to close 
down the grain shops. It is against these attacks that 
powerful demonstration on 27th. June, ’47 were required 
to be organised. 

The Congress and Socialist and I<eague leaders of the 
Railwaymen’s Federation hardly organised any demons¬ 
trations and attempted to prevent these wherever they 
were likely to take place. The Unions assembled here 
were the only Unions who understood the game of the 
Congress and League leaders and staged very powerful 
demonstrations in different Railways. 

In Bombay, workers numbering over 25,000 from 
G. I. P. and B. B. C. I. Railway as well as workers from 
number of centres on G. I. P. went on strike and a very 
powerful battle was fought against the attacks of armed 
police. In this battle two B. B. C. I. workers were shot 
dead. But strangely enough the Socialist leaders and 
particularly Jaiprakash, Khedgikar, Peter Alwaris refused 
to condemn the violence by police against the workers. 
Instead they openly blamed workers who were attacked 
by police and appointed a committee to investigate the 
‘violent’ acts of workers. This was nothing but open 
support to Government violence against Railway workers. 
Such was the base treachery by the Socialist leader 
Jaiprakash Narain. 

FOURTH BETRAYAL : DELHI AUGUST MEETING 

The Congress and League, combined Government 
which was still in power refused to concede any of the 
demands of workers. It is in such circumstances the 
General Council of the All India Railwaymen’s Federa¬ 
tion met in Delhi. The Government had already issued 
their orders to close the grain shops and workers were 
very indignant. The meeting was held just on the eve of 
August 15th betrayal, i. e„ on August 4. 

Even before the meeting had met Jaiprakash Narain 
came out in open press^tatement that if any voices for 
strike will be raised he will oppose them. Actually on 
the first day of the meeting there was a struggle between 
the Socialist and Congressmen in A. I. R. F. opposing 
strike and the rest supporting the strike. Those who 
opposed the strike were defeated. But they i. e. Congress 
and the Socialist constituted almost nearly 50 percent of 
the vote and therefore a strike decision with such bare 
majority was likely to be disrupted and hence had to be 
revised. Thus instead of supporting the decison for a 
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strike for minimum demands ihe Socialist leaders opposed 
it on the first day of the meeting. This was the fourth 
betrayal by the Socialists. 

On the 2ad day a compromise resolution was prepared 
with a view to secure maximum unanimity for struggle 
and decision to take ballot if the minimum demands were 
not conceded was taken. Socialists agreed to this resolu¬ 
tion under pressure hoping to break the strike or sabo¬ 
tage it at a future date, and which they did subsequently. 

The demands that were made in this resolution 
mainly were 55-130 scale for skilled workers, abolition of 
distinction between pre-1931 and post-1931, continua¬ 
tion of grain shops, no retrenchment, implementation of 
the favourable recommendations of the C. P. C. 

FIFTH BETRAYAL 

The Government did not concede all; the minimum 
reduced demands. The Railway Board on the contrary 
issued various rules and restrictions which resulted into 
workers losing even those concessions which were previ¬ 
ously agreed upon. AIK these instructions meant to 
disqualify workers for higher scales to which they were 
ordinarily entitled. This quite a large number of workers 
were put in lower scales. The Government refused to 
remove injustice done to workers who were employed 
before 1931. It turned down all the 20 demands put 
forward by the General Council to secure suitable 
modification of the C. P. C. scales. 

At such a time a systematic slanderous propaganda 
against Railwaymen was carried on in bourgeois papers 
who day in and day out charged Railway workers with 
many crimes. 

Jaiprakash Narain, far from refuting these charges 
as the President of the Federation, himself came out 
with a public letter to Railwaymen echoing these charges. 
In his letter to Railwaymen dated 5th January, 1948 he 
charged Railwaymen of : 

“The principal complaints that are made and the 
principal difficulties according to the' Central 
Government are hindering the Railways from 
rendering effective service to the public are : 

(a) Inadequate output as regard both new cons¬ 
truction and maintenance in workshops and sheds. 

(b) An appreciable falling of as compared with 
the past few years in operating efficiency. 



t w ] 

(c) Indiflference, carelessness and even discourtsey 
and corruption on the part of some Railway 
staff in dealing with the travelling and trading 
public. 

(d) A marked decrease in the standard of dis¬ 
cipline which has substantially affected control of 
superior staff and co-operation between various 
departments. 

I am sure you will agree that there is a substance 
in these complaints and that these difficulties are 
real. If the indifference, carelessness, discourtsey, 
corruption are not removed, if output does not 
improve, if the spirit of indiscipline ( which is not 
always due to the misbehaviour of the officials ) 
is not suppressed, the Railways cannot but go 
under ; and then they will take the whole country 
down with them.” 

These are the charges levelled against Railwaynien by 
a person who calls himself the President of the Federa¬ 
tion. On these very charges hundreds of Railwaymen 
have been removed from services and these are the very 
charges that have been hurled at against workers by the 
Railway Inquiry Committee. It will be thus seen that 
J. P. and the Socialist leaders of the Federation acted 
not as the office bearers of a Workers Organisation but 
as spokesmen of the Congress capitalist Government 
and the Rly. Board which is attacking workers, as their 
Agents in the midst of Railway workers. 

It should be further borne in mind that at the meeting 
of the Federation in January Jaiprakash Narain and his 
inflated majority steamrollered every amendment 
moved by Comrade Jyoti Basu, the President of the E* I. 
Railroad Workers Union demanding removal of distinc¬ 
tion against pre-1931 staff, removal of trade test and 
number of other proposals for securing improvement in 
wage scales. All these demands were turned down by 
the Socialist leaders and their false majority in the 
Federation. This shows how the Socialist leaders were 
bent upon doing nothing that will put the Government 
in difficulty and always they would seek to sacrifice the 
interest of workers to the needs of the Railway Board 
and the Congress capitalist Government. 

SOCIALISTS CONNIVE AT 
GOVERNMENT ATTACK 

The Congress and the Socialist leaders were finding 
it very difficult to prevent workers struggle through 
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Federation. They were seeing that indignation of 
workers against Government’s attack was increasing and 
it was becoming more and more diflScnlt for the Govern¬ 
ment to prevent struggle of railwayman only by relying 
upon Socialist opposition to the struggle. As the Socia¬ 
list leaders went on opposing every struggle inside the 
Federation they were getting exposed and theirc apacity 
to stem the tide of workers indignation was declining, 
the Government was getting panicky and therefore it 
decided to make a frontal attack on Railway Unions 
which boldly led workers struggle and were preparing 
workers for All India decisive struggle against the 
offensive of the Rly. Board. 

It was between March 1948 and now that hundreds 
and thousands of T. U. leaders were arrested. Almost 
all of the office bearers of the Unions (assembled here ) 
were either arrested or driven underground. This was 
a clever plan of the Government to emasculate working 
class on all Railways of their vanguard so that it should 
be possible for the Socialists to sabotage struggle from 
inside the Federation while the Government tries to 
suppress it from outside. Not once Jaiprakash Narain 
did raise a voice of protest against these arrests of office 
bearers and worker militants who from Railway Unions 
affiliated to A. I. R. F. were being put in jail. They were 
happy that militant trade unions whose voice for struggle 
was not possible to be suppressed in the Federation are 
being repressed. Not only Socialist leaders did not 
protest against repression, but repression was thought 
by them as a windfall. They taking advantage of arrests 
tried to capture such of the Unions as the G. I. P. Rail- 
waymeu’s Union where they were working jointly with 
Communists. But there also they failed to secure majori- 
of workers to their anti-strike plans, and they attempted 
to split the union by starting a rival and anti-strike 
Union. 

OPEN AND SIXTH BETRAYAL 

But the betrayal of workers struggle by the Socialist 
at lyilloah was the climax. Once for all Jaiprakash 
Narain came out opnely as opponent of Railway workers 
strike in as clear terms as he could. He was quite sure 
that since the communist are suppressed the militant 
trade union leaders are faced with serious problems as a 
result of mass arrests of their leaders, he could very easily 
stage a fake democratic show and make the Federation 
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openly and formally adopt a surrender plan. This is 
what he tried at I<illoah at the Convention of the Federa¬ 
tion on 30th and 31st August, ’48. 

While the Government had turned down all the 
demands of workers and there was no course left for 
the workers except to give a determined battle against 
the Government, this president of the Federation tremb¬ 
ling before the prospects of a strike struggle misused the 
Federation platform to carry anti-strike propaganda. 
This is what Jaiprakash Niraiu says about workers 
demands, in his s^ech presiding over the Federation 
meeting at I<illoah, on 30th and 31st August, 1948 : 

“The first landmark in our negotiations was 
reached at' our second meeting with the Board 
after the General council at its Delhi session on 
August 4, 1947, had set down the irreducible 
demands, allowing the Board a period of 12 months 
for settlement for other points. The irreducible 
demands as you will remember were (i) protection 
against reduction of dearness relief; (ii) fixation of 
minimum scale of 55-130 for artisan and skilled 
staff"(iii) guarantee that on fixation in the 
prescribed scales no employee shoitld suffer 
reduction in the basic pay and allowance hitherto 
drawn ; (iv) continuance of the assurance of protec¬ 
tion against retrenchment. 

“Al you know these demands were conceded by 
the Railway Board almost in toto and that makes 
one of the main achivements of the Fedaration.” 

It is most amaxing statement coming from the Fede¬ 
ration President. While the Government was throwing 
out of emplyment hundreds of workers every day, while 
the Government were issuing all kinds of restrictions dis¬ 
qualifying workers for higher scale, while plans were 
ready to attack the Railway grain shop, while the 
General Secretary of the Federation was busy in drawing 
a plan of retrenchment along with the Government, 
Jaiprakash Narain has come forward to give a certificate 
to the Government that they have met all the demands 
of workers. Does it not mean that J. P. informs the 
Government to go ahead with their plan of attack on 
Railway workers and assuring the Government that there 
shall be no struggle against any attack from Railwaymen’s 
Federation. Far from criticising the Government that 
it has refused to implement Adjudicator’s Award, and was 
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planning mass retrenchment J. P. gives the Government 
a further certificate: 

“ Regrading retrenchment, as you are aware the Rail¬ 
way Board notified on July 14 last that in view of the 
Adjudicator’s Award and other conditions that have 
arisen since ‘there was to be no retrenchment at all and 
that the net result is likely to be an appreciable increase 
in the total number of staff now employed.* This too 
must be regarded as a victory for the Federation.” 

What are facts ? The Railway Board hastily withdrew a 
particular statement with a view to creating a false impre- 
ssoin that there shall be no retrenchment, and instead 
started in full speed the work of Railway Inquiry Commi¬ 
ttee which has now come out with a plan of retrench¬ 
ment of thousands of Railway workers. As for the 
Adjudicator’s Award the Inquiry Committee has stated 
that the financial position of the Government does not 
enable it to implement it. Who is responsible for this 
state of affairs ? Is it not J. P. who in his desire to defend 
the Government betrayed the cause of workers ? This 
is what he says : 

“For the workshop-staff a tribunal was appointed 
of which Com. Khedgikar, our senior Vice-President 
was a member on our behalf. I am sure you will 
agree with me that the recommendations of the 
tribunal are generally satisfactory and more than 
8o percent of the staff must feel satisfied.” 

To^y the indignation of workers from different work¬ 
shop is rising rapidly. 32,000 workers from different 
work-shops are declared surplus, trade test has been made 
a strict test to disqualify workers to higher promotion, 
hundreds and thousands of workmen are put in lower 
category and yet the Federation President says that 80 
percent are satisfied. Further : 

“I should like, however, to raise my voice against the 
tendency noticed in some qna: ters, to raise demands as 
they are satisfied. There are no limits to what a worker 
may want. But worker cannot lose sight of existing 
conditions and he cannot be justified in asking what is 
not within the means of industry and nation.” 

, Fyen a spokesman of the Railway Board could not 
U?lv^ so callously mocked at workers demands as J. P. 

,,Ho further says that demands cannot be made which are 
not within the means of industry. But workers assert 
that for securing their demands capitalist industry will 
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have to be confiscated, profits freezed. The last act of 
infamy of this bogus President can be seen in his 
following remarks : 

“The future of the country is very much in your 
hands and I am sure you will not let the country down. 
Voices of general strike might be raised, but let me 
frankly and unequivocally advise you against lending 
your ear to them. A general strike except perhaps a 
token one, would be disastrous for the country, and let 
me add, equally disastrous for your organized might and 
solidarity. For I am sure such a step would break your 
ranks and while the engines of repression might be turned 
on AIRF, the rival Federation ( of the INTUC ) might 
be pushed forward. I cannot conceive of any gain that 
you might secure in the existing conditions from the 
National Government by declaring an open offensive 
against it, such as a general strike would be.” 

Thus the betrayal of 9th March strike has to be traced 
in the past history of the Railwaymen’s Federation. 
It is not surprising that J. P. makes a slanderous 
and vicious attack on Communist Party and 
Communist members of the Federation who showed 
courage and determination to lead workers struggles 
despite the repression and disruption. We want to 
point out here that J. P. & Co., who are no more than 
agents of Nehru’s Bourgeois Government and dead 
set against workers’ struggle and have the record of 
breaking and sabotaging several strikes cannot but attack 
the leaders of the class struggle which the Socialist 
leaders are pledged to betray. 

SEVENTH BETRAYAL 

On the 6th November, S. Guruswamy the General 
Secretary of the Federation put his signature to a report 
called Railway Inquiry Committee Report of which he 
was a member representing the Federation. This report 
has declared 32,000 Work shop employees as surplus, 
6,500 Engineering workers as surplus, 20,000 Grain shop 
employees having no work, and thousands others are to 
be retrenched. Similarly the grain shops are tp>,,be 
altogether closed. This report is the new planned pf^n- 
siye of the Government against Railway workers. It is 
no wonder that Guruswamy kept this hidden from-the 
workers at all the meetings of the Federation because: he 
was a party to it. Thus railway workers will see that 
present offensive is planned with full connivance cff.the 
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Railwaymen’s Federation’s Socialist leaders, and parti- 
I cularly Guritswamy. How can one expect that this 
i very Federation will organise and lead a struggle against 
j its own agreement with the Government ? 

LAST BETRAYAL PUTS THE SEAL ON 

Jaiprakash Narain’s tirade against strike action at 
I/illoah meeting of the Federation had roused indignation 
throughout. His refusal to accept any resolution on 
demands for increase wage etc.,* had also roused dis¬ 
content. This compelled him to retrace his steps and 
agree for a Strike Ballot for a general strike, at the 
meeting of the General Council of the All India Railway- 
men’s Federation held at Nagpur. But in the same 
manner as the Socialist and Congress leaders did in 
1946 the Socialist leaders did not move a finger to have 
a successful strike ballot. Instead they were having 
disgraceful cringing secret negotiations with the railway 
ministry. 

The Government having seen clearly that the Federa¬ 
tion was dead opposed to a Railway strike, went ahead 
with the plan of the offensive, threw out of jobs hundreds 
of workers every day, curtailed railway grain shop 
concessions, turned down all the demands, attacked the 
wages of running staff. 

Despite this treachery and sabotage of strike decision 
by the Socialist leaders 350 thousand workers or almost 
the whole organised labour on railways voted for strike ; 
it terrified both the Government and the Socialist leaders 
of the Federation. 

Government saw full well that if it relied upon socia¬ 
list to sabotage the struggle the result will be that the 
vanguard of Railway workers, that is, the Unions that 
have assembled here, will lead workers into action, 
coming in the wake of big strike wave that was sweeping 
over the whole country. When the Socialist leaders 
agree to a decision for strike ballot they in fact had 
expected to sabotage the decision by not doing anything 
for the ballot and at the same time carry on worthless 
negotiation with Government to damp workers 
enthusiasm. 

In such a situation the combined plan of the Govern¬ 
ment and the Socialist leaders became quite clear. In 
fact it was a combined offensive of INTUC-Socialist- 
Congress Government and Rly. Board—against the 
workers. 
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The Government planned to suppress action by 
repression and treachery. 

The situation moved fast. On 21st January Jaipra* 
kash Narain made it clear at the meeting of the Working 
Committee of the AIRF that they can’t carry out the 
decision of strike .ballot and serve the Government with 
a strike notice. This was in open defiance of the verdict 
of 350 thousand workers who voted for strike. 

The Socialist leaders saw that the ground wasaleapping 
from un4er their feet and existence of the fighting Unions 
inside the Federation would mean development of workers 
struggle for their demands and therefore they disaffiliated 
the Unions which dared come forward to implement the 
decisions of strike ballot. The Socialist leaders were 
opposed to any united front for struggle and therefore 
they with their , cooked up majority and by disallowing 
most of our Unions to be present at the meeting, dis¬ 
affiliated the S. I. Railway Uabour Union, the E. I. Rail 
Road Workers Union, the B. B. C. I. Railwaymen’s 
Union, the G. I. P. Railwaymen’s Union and refused 
admission to Assam Rail Road, N. P. Railway Workers 
Union, and O & T Rail Road Workers Union. In this man¬ 
ner on 10th February at Dinapur, they removed' from the 
Federation all the fighting Unions which remained faith¬ 
ful to the decision of 350 thousand railway workers and 
were preparing for strike from 9th March. 

Simultaneously the Government made countrywide 
arrests of all militant railwaymen from the 15th February 
onwards arresting and putting in jails every available 
railway worker militant and several other trade union 
leaders. All those who tried to conduct propaganda for 
9th March, all those who were found to be distributing 
handbills, all those who were talking of st' ike at work 
places were put behind bars. 

While the Government was playing its part of fascist 
repression and removing the vanguard into jails the 
Socialist leaders and their organisers were issuing hand¬ 
bills and statements against strike and helping the Govt, 
to arrest militant workers. Jaiprakash far from uttering 
a word of protest against these wholesale arrests of 
railwaymen was condemning the workers and asking them 
not to go bn strike on the 9th March. 

Such is the climax of treacherous activities of the 
Socialist leaders who in conspiracy with the Government 
broke 9th March strike and "enabled the Government tq 
push through its offensive. 
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CONCLUSION 

It is these Unions assembled here that conducted strike 
struggle and defended workers interest against all attacks. 
Every time these Unions struggled through Federation 
to organise workers struggle in defence of their rights. 
But the Socialist leadership have transformed the 
organisation into a strike breaking agency. They disaffi¬ 
liated from the Federation such Unions as stood for 
workers struggles. 

The Railwaymen’s Federation in the hands of the 
Socialst leaders today is an organisation that betrays 
workers struggle, that broke 9th March strike, that 
drove out of the Federation such mass Unions as were 
preparing for 9th March strike, and today it is helping 
the Government in their plan to attack workers. 

We have seen above how every attempt for a decisive 
stnrggle for workers demands has been opposed and 
sabotaged by the Socialist leaders and their supporters. 
The last thing they did with a view to suppress alto- 

f ether the voice of struggle inside the Federation was 
isaffiliation of the major fighting Unions of the Rail¬ 
way workers from the Federation. 

This policy of opposition to strike and surrender to the 
bourgeois Government and before the capitalist class 
is the common phenomena in case of socialist leaders. 
Their record for years is that of open strike break¬ 
ing, sabotaging workers struggle creating all kinds 
of divisions in their ranks and disrupting unity of workers. 
In Bombay they betrayed textile workers’ struggle times 
without number, in S. I. R. they openly organised strike 
breaking gangs of blacklegs to break S. I. R. workers 
striks, th^ did the same kind of strike sabotaging in 
Post and Telegraph workers struggle and in innumerable 
other struggles. 

They do not follow the path of class struggle but are 
pledged to the policy of class collaboration. The Rail¬ 
waymen’s Federation is transformed by the Socialists 
as an instrument of surrender to Government and as a 
strike breaking agency pledged to the policy of class 
collaboration. 

It will be thus seen that today when workers are faced 
with frontal offensive from the Government in the form 
of mass retrenchment, wage-cuts, closure of grain shops, 
denial of living wage, attacks on trade union move¬ 
ment, there rem&ihS no central organisation of Indian 
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Railwaymey wnich can organise and lead workers for 
an all India struggle against this ofiFensive and for 
winning their basic ^mands. 

On the fighting Railway Trade Unions meeting here 
rests the responsibility of defending the workers 
interests against the Government’s offensive. On 
them is the responsibility to organise and prepare 
workers for an All India struggle to win their demands 
for a living wage, security of service, full democratic 
T. U. rights. It is therefore incumbent upon us that 
we start a new organisation of all India Railway 
workers. Not to start such an organisation is to deny 
workers the very leadership in whom they put all 
faith for a decisive struggle for realisation of their demands. 

Forming of a new Central Organisation is in fact con- 
solidation of all fighting ranks for a decisive strugg le 
no matter what amount of misrepresentation and slan¬ 
ders that might be spread by the Socialist leaders—the 
disrupters and strike-breakers. The organisation we 
are forming today represents lakhs of Rlymen, repre- 
sent the real will and fighting traditions of Indian 
Rlymen and a symbol of workers true unity. 

CONDTIONS OF RAILWAY SERVICE TODAY 

As a • result of fascist repression which put in jail 
nearly 3000 Railwaymen and declared a virtual mar¬ 
tial law all over the railways, and treachery by the 
Socialist and Congress Lackies in the Railway workers 
movement, the Government was able to postpone the 
firstbig all India Action of Rail#ay workers. But 
ByTEIs repression not one problem of railway workers 
is solved. The condition of railway service is fast 
deteriorating all round. 

Wages 

We have seen before that the average wages of workers 
as on 31st March, 1948 L e. after the Central Pay 
Commission Scales were implemented were at 769*1 a 
year. Even though subsequent figures are not available 
we can very well see that there has not been any 
increase in the wages but on the contrary there had 
been a further and direct attack on wages as h re^lt 
of radical curtailment of railway grainshop concession, 
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In terms of Bombay cost of living if this average 
annual earnings are examined and a real wage worked 
out, we get the following result The Bombay cost 
of living was 302 in June, 1949. In terms of this cost 
of living the real average wage works out at Rs211/-, a 
year which means a real average wage of a Railway 
worker at less than Rs. 20/- per month. 

But this should be no riddle. The fixing up of a mini- 
miim wage of Rs. 30/- by the central pay commission 
is a regular cheating of workers. According to Bombay 
cost of living full value of Rs. 30/- as minimum wage 
gets restored only when a worker gets Rs. 30/- as pay 
and Rs 60/- as dearness allowance. Instead every worker 
is getting far less than this amount. Most of them 
are getting 30 plus 36 as D. A. or a total of Rs 65/- 

This is one instance which is common to most of the 
workers in class IV category. This will explain that 
the real wages workers are drawing even less than 
what they were drawing in 1939. This explain the 
deteriorating condition of wage. 

The Railway workers have suffered most though it is 
deliberately propagated by the Congress Government 
and the Socialists and INTUC leaders that Railway 
workers are better paid. Their earnings have gone up 
in money only by 43 percent as against over 200 percent 
rise in the cost of living as per Government’s own 
statements. 

New Attacks on Wages 

First general attack on wages was made by curtailing 
the railway grain shops. These had a total effect of 
loss to a railway worker to the extent of 20 to 25 
rupees per worker per month from 1st January 1949. 

This attack was followed by several rules and restric¬ 
tions placed on promotion by ever multiplying orders 
of the Railway Board. Some time it may be denying 
house rent unless the rent bill was produced, on other 
occasion it may be classifying a worker in a scale 
lower than to which he would be entitled, when there 
are so many rules and restrictions such as trade test, 
efiSciency bar and a host of others that make further 
inroads on the already depleted earnings of railwaymen. 

Dearness Allowance 

The rate of dearness allowance is far lower than the 
rate that prevails in any organised industry such as 
Textile. Rate of dearness allowance for class IV workers 
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including all relief through grain shop concessions etc. 
is 35 in railway, while it is in proximity of 50 in 
textiles in Bombay and more in Ahmedabad. 

It was a long-standing demand of Indian Railwaymen 
that they be paid Rs 1/8/- per 5 points increase in the cost 
of living as recommended by Government’s own com¬ 
mittee in 1941 known as Ran Commitee, which was 
entrusted with the main task of investigating and 
suggesting rates of dearness allowance. As per this re¬ 
commendation every Railway worker is entitled to a 
minimum of Rs 60 /12/- on June, 1945. Even this low 
rate of dearness allowance is denied. 

The Central Pay Commission cheated the workers by 
curtailing a portion of dearness allowance as wage and 
thus making minimum wage of Rs 30-J-35. Thus a 
Class IV employee in railway if he is drawing Rs 35 
as the maximum wage and Rs 35 as dearness allowance 
inclussive of allowances at Kurla, a Bombay suburb 
textile worker of the same catagory, i. e., unskilled, is 
drawing Rs 35/- plus 55/- or Rs 90/-. This will show 
how a railway worker is cheated. It does not mean 
that textile worker is better paid. But what is stated 
is that a railway worker is still worse paid. 

Even if we work out the rate of dearness allowance as 
per extremely low rate of dearness allowance recom¬ 
mended by the Pay Commission, i. e., Rs 5/- per 20 
points cost of living the minimum dearness allowances 
should calculate at Rs 50/- whereas Pay Commission 
put Rs 25/- which is now Rs 35/- which also is less by 
Rs 15/- even if pay Commission’s own recommendation 
was to honestly operate. 

Attacking on wages of running staff. 

Then in January new scales of pay for running staff 
were announced. These showed actual reduction in their 
total earnings. The running staff has suffered most 
as a result of this attack. 

Conclusion 

The condition of railway service in the matter of wages 
is thus very much deteriorated. And the most important 
fact is that every section of workers is dissatisfied. The 
complaints against low wages remain as they were 
before 9tb March—in fact the wages ha,ve,l3een further 
attacked . While the~'~t)nc e$ "are shooting higH fES 
ga ges h ave further deteriorated. 
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OFFENSIVE AGAINST RAILWAYMEN 
S. I. Railway 

Increase in workload, victimisation and favouritism 
were imposed on workers by all possible means ever 
since 1946. And today it is being done openly with 
a view to terrorise workers and disrupt their unity. 

About 1500 Railway workers and local comrades were 
arrested on S. I. Rly. Most of these militant workers 
were detained, several false charges were framed against 
them. Many prosecution cases are pending against 
these workers. Those who were released from detention 
have been suspended from service. Some of them are 
paid only 3/8 ^of the wage of J wage. About 50 are 
kept on continuous suspension with a view to terro¬ 
rise others. 

Increase in the workload is being down systematically. 
Each worker is asked to complete the job given, even by 
working late hours with no wages for extra period worked. 
Sometimes worker in the workshop or shed has to conti¬ 
nue till 2 A. M. in the night, i. e. many hours after his 
usual duty hours are over. Heavy repairs of the Rail¬ 
way Engines which obviously required much more time 
than required for light repairs are deliberately classed 
as light repairs and workers are compelled to finish the 
job of heavy repairs within in time alloted for light 
repairs. Even Sunday off due to workers in the cate¬ 
gories of crane drivers, yard coolies, pooling chargemen 
and fitters are denied to them and they are allowed only 
a few hours rest. This is started from 1st August 1949. 
Track maintainance is increased from 8 miles to 4 miles 
per gang and from 4 miles to 5 miles in some places. 
If gangmen who have to come for duty from long dis¬ 
tances and who have no watches to correctly know the 
time are late even by one minute they are marked absent. 
The gangmen who are not provided with railway quarters 
and therefore who have to walk for 3 to 6 miles from 
their homes in villages have thus to spent not less than 
12 hours for their duty. Otit of 6 pointsmen in the scale 
or entitled to a scale of 35-1-40 two have been classified 
as porters with a view to reduce their wage scale to 30-^ 
-35. Officers practice corruption and want workers to 
pay some bribe which if not done promotions of worker's 
are postponed on false charges. Even the 5 articles 
allowed under curtailed grain shop system are denied to 



C 27 ] 

railwaymen and thus they are forced to go to black- 
market even for purchase of these articles. 

E. P. Railway : 

150 clerks from D. S. Office have been served with 
notices; gangmen casual and temporary are retrenched 
in batches all, over the line. In carriage and wagon 
department in Delhi and Ambala 25 workers have been 
retrenched. 

In almost all Loco Sheds on E. P. R. Factory Act is 
virtually abolished. Dirty hours for the day staff have 
been extended from 8 hours to 8J hours. Weekly rest 
in Saharanpur Loco Shed is reduced from 4 to 3 days 
in a month. Weekly rest for fire lighters, greasers etc. 
in Delhi has been completely stopped from 1st April. 
Pitting staff is given piece job which has got to be finished 
by them whatever time it may take. Number of Locomo¬ 
tives to be attended to by Ambala Loco Shed has been 
increased from 45 locomotives to 65 locomotives with the 
same number of workers. Firemen going on train 
formerly used to get 12 hours rest, it has now been re¬ 
duced to 3 to 4 hours. 

Where as numbers of incoming and out going trains 
from Delhi has been increased by 15 more trains the 
number of staff attending the trains has remained the 
same. This has greatly intensified pressure of work on 
the staff. After retrenching 25 workers from sicksiding 
at Delhi and Ambala number of train duty staff is recused 
from 3 to 2 and rails to be attended to are increased from 
1^ rail formerly to 2^ rails now. 

Central Pay Commission’s Scales have still not been 
applied to categories of Jamadars, firemen, gangmates, 
shunters, fire lighters. They are classified as yeard porters 
and thus denied the scale of pointsmen 35-1-50. Clerical^ 
staff from Railway grainshops is absorbed only as number- 
taker in semi-skilled scale which means heavy loss to 
them. Cleaners working as firemen for over a year are 
neither promoted as firemen nor are given any allowance. 
Promotions and increments are withheld for years. In 
the first place even though workers have to wdrk over¬ 
time in Carriage and Wagon department no over-time 
allowance is paid. When overtime allowance is sanc¬ 
tioned for some as for instance the train relief staff 
the same is not paid for months. 

The number of charge-sheets for suspension, dismisi^l, 
stoppage of pass and leave facilities are increasing enor- 
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moitsly. Workers are called upon to finish jobs in lesser 
time and when this is not done—charge-sheets are issued as 
to why the job was not done. 

Old and worn out engine always become defective and 
for every defect workers who are in no way responsible 
are punished. During past 4 months nearly 35 drivers, 
shunters, firemen have been suspended from service on 
this count. 

Cases of physical beating up by chargemen, shedmen, 
watch and ward ofiice etc., are becoming a daily occur¬ 
rence. Workers are cheated and forced to pay bribe on 
the threat of bgus transfers. Workers are called upon to 
pay Rs. 20/- to get the transfer orders cancelled. 
Refusal to do so results in some cases being cooked up 
against the worker concerned and he is handed over to 
police on some charges. 

Workers who came from Pakistan have not been paid 
their pay for service in N. W. Rly. Arrears under Pay 
Commission from 1.1. 47 to 15. 8.47 is also not paid. 
The excuse offered is that records are not available. In 
a large number of cases workers scales are not fixed. 
For examples cleaners and coolies coming from 
Pakistan have been put in the grade of Rs. 14/- and 13/- 
i. e., pre pay commission’s scale. 

Housing conditions are horrid beyond description. 
Workers are made to live in wornout tents and broken 
wagons. Arrangement for lodging refused even when 
these tents and wagons get immersed in deep rain water 
or raised to ground on account of heavy rains. The 
gangmen who built kucha huts at their own cost are 
refused house-rent allowance. 

G. I. P. Rly. 

During last few months 265 workers from Jhansi 
Resident Engineers Workshop, over 100 workers from the 
engineering department in Bhusaval, over 300 workers 
from Bombay from the engineering department and 
similar number from other divisions is retrenched. Every 
day workers are turned otrt of jobs almost from every 
place. 

Quite a large number of workers from workshops are 
deliberately classified in lower scales than to which they 
were entitled. Trade test is being insisted everywhere. 
Workload is on the increase in every department. 
Demanding house rent bills being produced Jo qualify 
workers for House rent, planning to stop house rent and 
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compensatory allowance of workers who work in Bombay 
but who live outside in the suburbs and many similar 
methods are brought in use to cut down the allowance. 

B. N. R. 

After 9th March, the Administration started its frontal 
attack. In every department of the Head-office, there 
was intensification of work, none could go out even to 
answer the call of nature without signing a register. 
Charge-sheets and explanation-sheets were issued every¬ 
where on any pretext. The terms of strike settlement in 
January, '49 were violated and 3 leaders in Jail were dis¬ 
charged. On release from detention, all railwaymen 
were charged with subversive activities and removed from 
service. All clerks recruited in stop-gap vacancies after 
1. 3. 47 are to be retrenched. 

In Santragachi on 2nd April, shift allowance in I^oco 
Shed was stopped. Orders are ready for increase of 
ganglength from 3 to 4 miles and retrenchment has already 
started of casual gangmen. Traffic workers on line are 
being paid less than yard staff at Kharagpur. Casual 
gangmen are being paid different pay according to the 
market rates prevailing in different zones. In Kharagpur, 
work-load was being increased in the shops; after 
closure of grainshop, high-priced bad quality and lesser 
quantity of rice was given by town ration-shops and 
when workers en masse flocked to local markets to 
purchase rice, police iuterference began, including arrests. 
In Cljakradharpur, Bihar, in the Locoshed work-load 
has been increased, gang-length has been increased 
from 3 to 4 miles and preparations are being made 
to retrench gangmen. In Orissa, police vigilance on 
workers’ colonies has increased tenfold and practically 
no open meetings are allowed. Among the gangmen, 
officers spread terror and threaten them for joining 
Red Flag Union. 

E. 1. R. 

Mass arrests of Union officials and members were made 
in Bengal, U. P. and Bihar by the Congress Govern¬ 
ment. It became practically impossible to run union 
offices freely. Even now about 300 Railwaymen are 
in Jail—detained without trial. Many leading union 
workers have been • transferred and victimised. The 
Central Union Office was sealed on March 26th and 
since then searched more than 6 times and leaflets, 
coupons, collection boxes, magazines and other records 
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forcibly carried away. Police Vandalism has become 
a regular feature in District Centres in all Provinces. 
Even membership registers, Account Books etc. have 
been seized. In U. P. with the very formation of bran¬ 
ches of the Union, arrests and victimisation of all lea¬ 
ding union functionaries took place in Kanpur, Allahabad 
Tundla and Lucknow. Similarly in Bihar, Jamalpnr, 
Gaya etc. Apart from the general offensive of the Rly. 
Board.against railwaymen, on E I.R. the Administration is 
carrying out its own attack . Thus for example, hundreds, 
of staff condemned to live in wagons are not paid 
house-rent allowance but on the contrary deduction of 
Rs 1-8-0 made from them as damage charges. In 
every dept, work-load is being increased by the mis¬ 
chievous recourse to job analysis. With regard to run¬ 
ning Staff, the SIR Administration admitted that they 
are made to work for 244 to 300 hours a month. In 
Kanchrapara Workshop an unsuccessful! attempt was 
made to increase working time by 15 minutes a day. 
In the carriage department, Calcutta, already about J hour 
working time has been increased by re-adjusting the 
reporting time. In Kanpur, Tundla, Mogulserai, Alla¬ 
habad, Lucknow Locosheds 9 hrs. a day work has been 
imposed. In most centres new gangmen are being 
recruited on market rates and not paid railway rates. 
As a deliberate policy, temporary staff employed for years 
are not being confirmed. Even those staffs who are 
entitled to uniforms are being denied to them. Insolence 
of officers against workers has increased and 
charge-sheets by the hundreds are being given on any 
pretext. The Accounts Officer and CME like puny 
Hitlers questioned Rlymen released from detention, 
wheather they believed in the Congress, Socialists or 
Communists and why they were members of the Red 
Flag Union and thereafter under the new service 
rules discharged them from service Officers and Sub- 
officers are behaving in the most despricable manner, 
^y on the workers, threaten them for joining the Red 
Flag Union and supply their names to the police. 

Sumatha Chakravarty and Gobardhan Roy—2 Rlymen 
and leaders of the Union were shot dead in prison. 

Such in short is the nature of the offensive on railway- 
men on the EIR. 

Assain Railway : 

Long before 9th March a heavy repression was laun- 
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ched against Assam workers. After partition, the name 
of the Union was changed to Assam Railroad Worker’s 
Union but on one pretext or other the Assam Govt, 
refused to register it. 

When through a general strike the workers fought 
back the persistent efforts of the capitalists and vested 
interests to foment riots between Assamiya and Bengali 
workers, the Govt, struck at the Red Flag Union. Many 
Union militants were suspended, degraded, discharged 
and arrested. The Union offices were raided and virtual 
military rule prevailed in the rail colonies. Again, after 
the Dibrugarh-Tinsukia strike on grainshop issue on 
1st. January., ’49, police hunt was intensified. It was again 
after 9th March that Assam workers had to face inhuman 
repression. Thus in the Railway Colony of Dibrugarh 
during a Peace Conference, the Congress Police committed 
a diabolic crime. They killed 9 men and women and 
arrested about 500 railwaymen and their relations. 
Within 24 hours of this a vicious attack was opened in 
all the rail colonies throughout Assam—mass raid by 
armed police on railway quarters were made—^Union 
leaders arrested, women insulted in Tinsukia, Uumding, 
Marianne, Gauhati, Pandu, Badarpur. 

In the wake^ of this the Administration is carrying on 
retrenchment, intensification of work and victimisation 
for union work. ' 

VICTIMISATION 

After 9th March there has been a deliberate attempt 
to terrorise workers. Union militants are always under 
the threat of dismissal from service. The INTUC and 
the Socialist petty-officers are busy in terror'sing workers 
who show courage to rally under the red flag. 

In addition to this there is a general increase in the 
arrogance of officers towards workers. Harassment and 
punishment on small omissions and commissions are 
increasing. 

This is causing discontent all round. It is true that 
the discontent is attempted to be suppressed by a constant 
threat of loss of job by naked fascist repression with the 
object of creating a sense of helplessness among workers. 

NEW RLY. SERVICE RULES, 1949 

The new Rly. Service Rules, 1949 issued by Governor 
General are in line with various fascist measures taken 
by Congress Govt, to surppress militant trade union 
movement in the country. 
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This ordinance gives such sweeping powers to the 
heads of departments of Railways that they can without 
having responsibility to prove charges discharge any 
employee from service on the charge of ‘subversive 
activity’. This ordinance supersedes whatever scanty 
trade union rights exist under Trades Union Act, which 
also denies free right for workers to organise trade union 
and organise workers struggles against attacks of 
capitalists. 

This fascist measures will hardly find parallel 
in the present day situation in any part of the world. 
The Ordinance if allowed to remain on Statute Book will 
mean a challenge to legal trade union functioning. 

The Government has introduced this ordinance to 
bolster up the INTUC linions on Rly. and out-law all 
other railway trade unions. All trade union rights are 
sought to be suppressed by this new ordinance, which 
seeks to throw out of employment members and organisers 
of the unions which organise and lead workers struggle 
for living wage and security of service. 

The ordinance throws a challenge to Indian Trade 
Union movement that it will not be allowed to function 
except on the lines of Nazi Labour Front, the pattern 
of which can be seen in the Indian National Trade Union 
Congress. This means denial of all T. U. rights, denial 
of right to organise and fo strike, a demand for surrender 
to Indian bourgeoisie. 

This one ordinance—the culmination of all attacks on 
Rly. Trade Union movement thoroughly exposes the 
totally false claim put forward by the Government of 
India before United Nation Social and Economic Council 
that workers in India are given full freedom to 
organise trade unions and carry on trade union struggles 
without obstruction from the Government. 

Railwaymen and those Unions assembled here as also 
other Unions which are under the leadership of Socialists 
must raise a powerful struggle to compel the Govern¬ 
ment to withdraw this fascist measure. Our Unions 
must boldly organise atid lead workers in action against 
this ordinance and put up a determined defence of 
workers trade union rights. Not to do this is to enable 
Government to suppress militant T. U. Movement on 
Railways. 

CONCLUSION 

The above is a general picture of the conditions 
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•prevailing in Railways after 9tli March. The condition I 
that laid to preparation for 9th March strike action are j 
mor e int ensified and as far as condition of service is 
concernecTtEe^ call for a strike action as urgently as 
it was needed on and from the 9th March. 

NEW OFFENSIVE 

The new offensive of the Government is far wide and 
serious. It is true that the Government has not launched 
open offensive by way of mass retrenchment etc. The 
Government shows hesitancy because it sees that even 
after arresting thousands of railwaymen, the militant 
trade unions far from being suppressed have reorganised 
their forces and are vigorously preparing for All India 
strike action to realise workers minimum basic demand s. 
New worker militants afe commg^^fofi^lcdTo man'tEeit' 
Unions and prepare for new struggles. The sgcial com- 
posiUon_ of leadership of the Unions which usedTTo'lie 
' mbsUy' p'ottybourgeois mass before 9th March is chang- 
Thg and the unions' are now led by worker militants 
who not vacilate on 9th March and who. are not 
afraid of repre ssion. This new determined and fighting 
~Teadership of Railway Unions are compe lling Gover nme nt 
to postpo ne th e_.offensive. ’ 

The Government fully realises that suppression of 9th 
March action by military fascist reign of terror has not 
changed the situation in their favour. On the contrary 
workers’ indignation against the Government is mounting. 
They have experienced the fascist character of the Con¬ 
gress Capitalist Government and they convinced more 
than before the only way to defeat the offensive is by firm¬ 
ly following the path of 9th March, the path of All India 
Strike struggle. Events of 9th March have .fiill^y exposed 
the Socialist and INTUC leaders as strikebreakers, as 
agen ts of the Congress Capitalist Government in the midst 
of working class movement. Against the mounting offen¬ 
sive of the Railway Board. Railwaymen are firmly deter¬ 
mined to prepare for an All India Strike action as that 
alone is the way to fight out the offensive. 

The Government’s new offensive comes in the form 
of Railway Itiquiry Committee Report and its various 
recommendations accepted by the Government. The nature 
pf the offensive is wide and affects every section of 
workers. Through this offensive the Government seeks 
to r edxu^ the wage bill by about 20 crores of rupees. 
What this offensiveroncretely means is as stated pelow t 
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1. The Railway Inquiry committee has declared 
that nearly 34 percent of the total number of 
workers are surplus to requirement. They have 
declared 32000 from railway Workshops, 6500 from 
Engineering Departments, 22000 from the rail¬ 
way grain shops and a very big number from all 
departments as surplus staff. 

2. That the Committee says that workers hardly 
put in 2^ hours to 4 hours work a day and there¬ 
fore new job analysis be made and more work be 
exacted from workers which means a still great 
number to be declared surplus, and thrown 
out. 

3. Railway grain shops to be closed. 

4. Ganglength per gang for maintainance of the 
railway track to be increased from 8 to 4 miles 
on all railways. 

5. Dower officers empowered to punish workers. 

6. Effeciency-bar test and trade test to be made 
a strict examination. 

7. Union militants suspected to be inciting 
workers and suspected of subversive activities to 
be discharged. 

Such is the nature of all out offensive of the Congress 
Government and their Railway Board planned against 
railway workers. Thus the railway workers in all depart¬ 
ments and categories are threatened with mass retrench¬ 
ment, further attacks on their wages, closure of railway 
grain shops, increase in work load and suppression of 
trade union activities. 

CHARTER OF RAILWAY WORKERS DEMANDS 

The only^ way of defeating this offensive and securing 
worker a living wage and security of service is to prepare 
for an All India Railway Workers Strike at early 
date to realise the following minimum demands.: 

1. Basic minimum wage of Rs 80/- for unskilled 

1. e. class IV Staff and Rs 120/- for class III staff 
with regular annual increase so as to reach maxi¬ 
mum of Rs 120/- and Rs 200/- respectively. 

2. ^ Continuation of cheap grain shop concession 
as it existed on 1st December 1947. 

3. Dearness allowance at a rate fully compensa¬ 
ting the rise in the cost of living. 

4. No retrenchment and reinstatement of all 
those retrenched. 
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5. Confirmation of all temporary and casual 
labour numbering oyer two lakhs. 

6. 40 hours week with a maximum hours day. 

7. One months privilege leave with pay and 
20 days casual leave with pay every year to all, 
abolishing all present distinctions, 

8* Withdrawal of the Railway Inquiry Committee 
report. 

9. Immediate and unconditional release of all 
detenues and reinstatement of railway workers 
detained so far. 

10. Payment of full compensation equivalent to 
total monthly earnings to all workers detained or 
retrenched, with retrospective effect. 

11. Withdrawal of the Public Security Acts, 
Indian Trades Dispute Acts, Railway service rules 
1949 and such other measures that seek to curtail 
the democratic and trade union liberties and 
restrict workers right to strike. 

12. Full facilities and rights to organise trade 
unions and recognition of trade unions as a matter 
of right. 

13. Rent-free quarters to all or house rent in 
lieu there of. 

The above minimum demands must be conceded to 
enable railwaymen to protect themselves against starva¬ 
tion and secure a living wage, and security of service. 
The only way of realising these demands is by organising 
an All India Railway Workers strike and no other. 

The fighting Unions have to rally entire mass of SJ- 
lakhs, of Railwaymen on the basis of above charter of 
demands. These are the demands which alone ensure 
living condition to all Railwaymen. It is for securing 
such demands that the workers on all Railways have been 
waging heroic strike struggles for several^ years and have 
undergone immense sacrifice and privations. These 
demands are in conformity with the charter of demands 
adopted by the All India Trade Union Congress for 
securing living wage and security of jobs to all workers. 
8^ lakhs of railwaymen under the banner of their Central 
Organisation will fight shoulder to shoulder with the rest 
of the workers for realising these demands. 

The new Central Organisation of. the “Indian Railway- 
men . have the responsmility to prepare workers for all 
India action for realisation of these demands. Railway- 



men through innumerable strike struggles have shown 
their firm determination to fight for these demands. The 
New Central Organisation of the Indian Railwaymen must 
unite under its banner these fighting Railwaymen and 
prepare for All India Strike struggle " at t he earliest. 
This is the urgent task before Railwaymen. ~~ ^ ' 

GLORIOUS STRIKE BATTLES 

A general review of workers strike struggles will 
show that thousands and lakhs of railwaymen from all 
the railways have waged heroic strike battles all these 
years for" their basic demands and at every stage resisted 
attacks of the "railway managements. The tenacity, 
courage and determination shown by workers in these 
battles was never witnessed before. These struggles 
demonstrate the real fighting imity of Indian Railwaymen. 
We will take a brieF'feXnew oF important stride struggles 
on difierent railways and examine ways and means to 
consolidate this fighting unity of Indian Railwaymen. 

S. 1. Railway : 

S. I. Railway Workers under the leadership of the S. I. 
Railway Labour Union occupy the position as the van¬ 
guard of the railway workers struggle all throughout 
India. It is here—new traditions of railway workers 
battles have been built. We need not go for a long review 
but only give some of the actions of the S. I. Railway 
Workers since after the 27th June, ’48 Strike struggle. 

li It was in the month of August, 1946, i. e., imme¬ 
diately after the 1946, June strike was withdrawn that the 
Railway management attacked the vanguard of railway, 
men—the Golden Rock workers of the S. I. Rly. 
They discharged without reason militant workers from 
Golden Rock workshop. This attack was . deliberate 
and with a view to test the strength of the vanguard and 
seeking to smash it. The S. I. Railway Labour Union 
called for resistance to this attack. Golden Rock work¬ 
shop workers went on strike demanding change in the 
disciplinary and appeal rules and reinstatement of dis¬ 
charged workers. The Union demanded withdrawal of 
discharge notices and inquiry into the affair. Adminis¬ 
tration arogantly refused. S. I. Railway workers took 
up the challenge. 

From the 2nd September a general strike was called. 

Over 30,000 S.I. Railway workers came on strike in 
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discharge notices, change in the disciplinary and appeal 
rules. For one full month workers fought with great 
heroism and determination. 

The Congress Government of Madras and its Prime 
Minister Prakasham brought in use the Malabar Special 
Police, notorious for their atrocities on people under 
British rule, to suppress workers. They attacked Railway 
workers’ colonies. They asaulted . workers wives and 
children. They attacked gangmen. But nowhere could 
they find any hope of getting workers back to work. 

The police attacked union office. Workers foitght 
back. 5 brave S. I. Railway workers died fighting. 
The kind of battle workers of the S. I. Rly fought, 
the resistance shown by S-1. Railway workers was 
most inspiring. The gangmen refused to work. Workers 
refused to surrender despite heaviest repression. Such 
was the glorious battle that was fought by S. I. R. 
workers. Scores of workers wei'e arrested^ but that did 
not alter the situation the least, S. !• Railway workers 
under the Red Banner of their S. I. Railway Labour. 
Union fought till last. Alone they fought and kept up 
the fighting traditions of the S. I. R. workers. 

And it should be noted that the cowards and black¬ 
legs of the Congress who came forward to break the 
glorious strike battle were supported by the leadership 
of the Federation. And it is these blacklegs that are 
organised into bogus S. I. Railway workers’ Union under 
the leadership of the Socialist leaders of the Federation. 

S. I, Railway Labour Union with such glorious tradi¬ 
tions and unchallenged representation of S- L Rly- 
workers is removed from the Federation and instead 
J. P. admitted to Federation the Govt, pupet strike-brea¬ 
king S. I. R. Workers’ Union. 

2. During 1947 several partial strike actions were 
fought by S. I. Railway workers under the banner of 
S. I. Railway Laboiri; Union, The' hold of the Union 
became still firm during the 1947. Workers were arran¬ 
ging for new struggles, 

3. On May 1st, 1948 the running staff of the S, I, 

Railway went on strike against injustice done to running 
staff in the matter of scales of pay. This ^fight of 
S , I. Railway was in fact the_Jb^tie_si..55Sni5gIIlEff 
ofanUie'railway ** 

'”'X™Oa may iWa., 1948, S-I. Railway workers ouce 
again' came on a general strike paralysing the "WOtking 
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of the whole of S. I. Railway. A second general strike 
within a short space of 2 years. This strike was in 
support of the running staff who had been most unjustly 
treated, in the matter of scales of pay and milage 
allowance. 

5. Against radical curtailment of Railway Grain 
Shop Concession there had been series of protest strike 
action on the S. I. Railway in January, 1949. A few 
are detailed below s 

On 2nd January, 1949^ there was one day protest strike 
at Podanur, Coimbatore, and Mettupalayam in which 
overwhelming majority of workers participated excepting 
the running staff and the sub-ordinate staff i. e. cleri¬ 
cal employees. 

On the 3rd January, 1949, there was full day strike 
at Coonoor. All except clerical employees participated 
in the strike. Gangmen were en masse on strike. Train 
trafic was badly dislocated. 3 trains were cancelled. 

^ On the 3rd January, 1949, all Loco Shed workers at 
Villapuram were on strike for two hours; Only 25 
blacklegs of 1946 great SIR Strike period reamined at 
work. These were those who follow the lead of Socialist 
leaders. 

On the same day there was half day strike at Chingle- 
peth. Only clerical staff did not participate. Trains 
were either very much delayed or cancelled altogether. 

On the same day 100 workers of Car Shed went on 
staydn-stirke at Tambrum. 

On the 1st January, 300 Railway workers of Madras 
Egmore Station went on 2 hours protest strike. 

On the 4th January all workers excepting sub-ordinate 
and nrnning staff, from Erode went on strike for two 
hours. All gangmen of the branch line including Karur, 
Tirnppnr went on two hours strike. Two workers were 
arrested. 

On the 11th January, 1949, Golden Rock and Trichna- 
pally Rlymen went on one day's protest strike. Loco 
Shed, Workshop, Engineering workers. Goods Shed 
workers and some gangmen went on strike. 

These are only a few actions noted here. But all 
throughout the period ever since the 1946, 27th June 
strike Was withdrawn, the S. I. Railway workers have 
maintained the role of vanguard fighters and have 
fought innumerable strike battles, withstood ferocious 
repression pf the Congress Ministries, and fought two 



C 39 ] 


general strikes in this short space of two years. 

And the Socialist leaders Jaiprakash Narain and 
others say that this Union has no place in the Rail- 
waymen’s Federation and instead a union of strike 
breakers—the S. I. Railway Workers’ Union sponsored 
by Socialist leaders and blessed by the S. I. Rly. General 
Manager is in the Federation to represent S. I. Rail- 
way workers, which in effect means a Union that is 
representing strike-breakers whom the S. I. Railway 
workers hate. 

E. 1 Railway: 

On B. I. Railway demonstrations and strikes have taken 
place defying the Socialist leadership and repression 
and attacks of the Govt, and Administration did not 
go unchallenged. Thus to mention some by way of 
examples, (1) 14000 workers of Jamalpnr went on strike 
on ^ 27th Feb., ’47, in protest against delay in publi¬ 
cation of C. P. C. report. (2) On March 12th, 5000 workers 
of Uncknow struck work in protest against bad 
management of Rly. Grain Shop. (3) On 27th May, 
’48, 500 staff of different departments marched in a 
procession to the office of D. S. and D. M. O. 
demanding dismissal of autocratic officers, continuation 
of Grain Shops and release of Jyoti Basu and others 
detained in Jail. (4) on 20th June, ’48, 4000 KP workers 
surrounded DOME demanding proper fixation and house 
rent. (5) 24th June, Calcutta Running Staff deputation 
marched to DS’s Office demanding arrear pay and 
proper fixation. (6) 6th July, BSmen, gunners, porters, 
pointsmen from Howrah and S. D. A. Divisions marched 
to Head Office demanding higher scales Police were 
called but workers remained firm and D. M. had to 
make promise for early action. (7) At Jamalpur tool- 
down strike for 3 days against mal administration of 
Grain Shop, chargesheets, Rivision etc. (8) At Uucknow 
900 workers stopped work against CPC anomalies. (9) At 
Mogulserai a lightning strike of Loco workers for 24 
hours took place for full rations. (10) At Lillooah 
workshop in 1948, Oct., all workmen went on strike 
demanding Rs 50/- Puja Bonus. (11) Asansol and 
Ranaghat railwaymen held demonstrations and meetings 
before 9th March 1949 defying Sec 144. (12) In Feb., ’49, 
2000 clerks of BIR Head Office in Calcutta, marched 
to police headquarters and forced release of Robin Sen. 
Asst. Secy, of Union. (13) After 9th March, mass action 
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in KPA workshop forced authorities to withdraw order 
increasing work for 15 minutes. (14) Mass demonstration 
against police has taken place in Asansol, between 4th 
and 20th July. (15) 3 demonstrations of Loco woiiers 
took place in Lucknow ; mass meetings have taken place 
in Allahabad, 

G. I. P. Railway : ■ 

It was at the end of 1946 that 5,000 workers from 
Matunga Workshop went on strike in protest against 
the discharge of a worker who led one political strike. 
For 18 days they were on strike. 

On March 18, 1947 4000 G. I. P. workers in Jhadsi 
were on strike to observe A. I. T. U. C. Demands day. 

On June 5, 1947, 7000 G. I. P. Railway workshop 
workers at Parel Workshop went on a lightning strike. 

On June 27, 1947, 25,000 G. I. P. and B. B. C. & I. 
workshop workers went on strike in protest against closure 
of the Grain Shops, and unjust wage scales. The workers 
put up determined resistance against police attack. Two 
workers fell inartyrS to police bullets. The train ser¬ 
vice was stopped both on G. I. P. and B, B. & C. I. Strike 
spread to Manmad, Kalyan and upto Virar. It was 
a very valiant action. In this strike the present leaders 
of the G. I. P. Railwaymen’s Union were defending the 
workers and the militants were in the forefront. The 
Socialist leader Jaiprakash, Khedgikar and others instead 
of condemning Police attack on workers and killing 
of two B. B. & C. I. workers, they attacked the workers 
for committing violence. 

2000 workers from G. I. P. Bina Loco and Carriage 
Wagon Shop, from Sanitation Department went on 
strike on July 5th, 1947 against reduction of quota in 
wheat rations. 

4000 workers from G. I. P. Bombay workshop of 
Parel workers went on strike as their demands regard¬ 
ing classification in proper scale were not met. This 
was on August 1st. 1947. 

From May 3rd, 1941 to May 21st. 1948, 900 G. I. P. 
Engineeriug workers from Bombay were on strike 
demanding confirmation of temporary and casual labour, 
and fixation of pay on par with the rest of the Workers. 
These were joined by nearly 9000 engineering workers 
between Bombay and Igatpuri and Bombay and Lonavala. 
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On June 3, 1948, 5000 workers of the G. i. P. Parel 
workshop went on protest strike against injustice in 
wage-scale. 

On September 1st, 1948, 5000 Parel Workshop workers 
of G. I. P. were on strike in support of 200 apprentice 
who had struck against withdrawal of allowance. 

Innumerable strike actions took place, at Etarsi, Katri, 
Damoh, Jhansi and other places (account incomplete). 

In the strike of the Engineering workers in Bombay 
which lasted for 21 days in May 1948, the socialist 
leaders who were yet in the union openly refused to 
own the strike on the ground that if Union led the 
workers, the recognition will be withdrawn by Railway. 

B. B. & C. I. 

On July 13, 1947, 4000 workers from B. B. & C. I. 

Railway went on strike from Dohad workshop. Cleri¬ 
cal staff also joined in a sympathetic strike. This strike 
was for removal of injustice in matter of scales. 

On 27th June, 1947, B. B. & C. I. Railway workers 
from Traffic Department, from Marshalling yards, from 
Eower Parel workshops, B. B. & C. I. Central Car Shed, 
and all gangmen between Bombay and Virar went on 
strike. Whole traffic was stopped ; Trains were comple¬ 
tely stopped for two hours. Two B. B. & C. I. workers 
from Eower Parel workshop were killed in police firing. 
The leaders of the B. B. & C. I. Railwaymen’s Union were 
leading these actions. 

On October 1948,1000 Gangmen of the B. B. & C. I. Rail¬ 
way from Bombay to Virar were on strike demanding 
confirmation of casual and temporary labour, 40 rupees 
minimum wage and several other demands. For three 
days all track-maintaining staff was on strike. 

In addition to these actions there were many strike 
actions at Ajmere, Rutlam, Mahasana, Baroda and other 
places all over B. B. & C. I. Railway, during 1947 and 
1948. 


B. N. R. 

Inspite of the fact that on the B. N. R. traitorous 
unions like B. N. R. Labour Union of Kalappa and 
BNR Employees Union of Rai Shahib N. K. Sarkar, 
have, been trying to mislead and betray the workers, 
struggles have taken place against attacks and about 
15000 workers voted for strike on 9th March at the 
call of the newly formed BNR Jangi Committee. 
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la 1948 for 7days He entire workers of KGP workshop 
went on strike in Ns^gpiir ; demoustTBtions were held 
against CPC Scales. In March, 1948, Santragachi workers 
went on strike ; protesting against denial of city allo¬ 
wance. In January, 1949 the entire head office staff 
of BNR struck work for 5 days against charge-sheets 
and victimisation of Union leaders. In Feb., 1949, the 
traffic staff struck work in KGP and staged a demons¬ 
tration against the General Manager. In July 1949, 
400 engineering staff in Santragachi went on strike 
against retrenchment, D. A, Railway rates of pay etc. 
Now under the BNR Workers’ Union, the workers are 
forging ahead with, new enthusiasm. . 

Assam 

In Assam rtnder the leadership of the Assam Rail Road 
Workers’ Union a powerful movement of the workers 
had been built up and no attack of the Govt, or ad- 
mininistration was taken lying down. In 1947, the 
Rly. workers of Assam forced the General Manager to 
discontinue his tour by mass protest demonstrations. 

The most glorious among the innumerable actions of 
the Assam Rail Workers was the protest general strike 
in 1948 in reply to the fomentors of Assamiya-Bengali 
riots. The united Assamiya-Bengali workers forced the 
capitalists-vested interests to retreat. But of course 
the heavy hand of the Assam bourgeois Govt, fell 
upon the union leaders. But once again united demons¬ 
trations of railway workers shook Assam and the Govt, 
stayed its hand for the time being. Again on Jan., 
’49 the railway workers of Dibrugarh and Tinsukia 
raised the banner of revolt against closure of grainshops 
aud wage cut. The workshop was closed and trains 
ceased running for a few days despite military inter¬ 
vention and arrests. It was only the false expectation 
that the AIRF would soon give a strike call that 
prevented the spread of this strike. 

Unparalleled terror, respression and arrests and trea¬ 
chery have no doubt temporarily snapped the links of the 
Union with the mass of workers and open union activity 
become difficult. But the Red Flag and its workers 
have become dearer to the railwaymen and they realise 
that unity and struggle are the only way to fight a 
ruthless fascist Govt. So once again new workers are 
coming to the forefront to take the place of their 
comrades in jail, externed or shot. Traitors to the Red 
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Flag moving about with Police help realised soon enough 
th^ have no base and are despised and hated by the 
workers. 

The Railway Board in their statement in 1948 stated 
that 310 thousand working days were lost within first 
6 months of 1948 on account of strikes. 

From the above and several more strike actions that 
had taken place on Railway it will be seen that the workers 
were retaliating most resolutely every attack of the 
Government on their standard of living. In all these 
strikes it is the Unions that have assembled here that 
have been in the forefront of the struggles, and it is 
the Socialist leaders of the Federation that have every 
time betrayed or sabotaged workers actions. It is im¬ 
portant to note that the All India Rail way men’s Fede- 
ration has not owned even one single strike action of 
Railway workers during all this period. 

From these strike struggles it is clear how desperate is 
the condition of workers. From the fact that the 
Federation under the leadership of the Socialists refu¬ 
sed to lead any single Strike struggle and actually betra¬ 
yed most of them, it is clear that the Railwaymen’s Fede¬ 
ration under Socialist leadership cannot act except as an 
instrument of surrender and betrayal of workers struggle 
in the interest of the Congress bourgeois Government. 
This anti-strike and strike breaking policy of the Federa- 
tion has been fully taken advantage of by the Congress 
Government and the Railway Board who seeing that 
open and shameless betrayal of workers resistance is 
carried out by the Socialist leaders and that the Federa- 
tion is no obstacle in carrying through the offensive of 
the Government, a frontal offensive was opened against 
Railway workers by the Government. 

It is in such circumstances the duty of all the Unions 
assembled here to co-ordinate workers struggles through¬ 
out and prepare for an All India action under the banner 
of the new Central Fighting organisation of Railway 
workers that we are going to form. 

REPRESSION AGAINST 
MILITANT TRADE UNIONS 

Fighting rtnions were the main obstacle ill the way of 
Government’s new offensive and therefore the Govern¬ 
ment singled out all ourTJnions for repression. 

Repression and arrests and imprisonment was going 
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on tinabated since March 1948 last. 
and tbeir leaders were arrested 


Hundreds of workers 
under the Secijrity 


At all strong centres of onr Unions the attack was 
specially ferocious. 

At Golden Rock Workshop nearly 400 militant 
workers that everyone known to be an active worker of 
S. I. Railway Labour Union was arrested. Throughout 
S. I. Railway all known militants of the S. I. Rly. Labour 
Union were arrested. Even pesting of a strike poster, 
distribution of handbill, holding any meeting to popula¬ 
rise strike became an offence. More than 1500 Railway 
workers of total strength of 40,000 workers on S. I. R. 
were arrested. Every known militant was arrested. 

On Assam Railway at all onr strong hold workers 
colonies were surrounded by military. Scores of militants 
were arrested on Assam Railway. Inmates in workers 
quarters were belaboured. 

In C. P., Berar nearly 140 comrades from all the 
llbranches of the G. I. P, Railwaymen’s Union were arres¬ 
ted. Whole managing committee of the Bhusaval branch 
of the G. I. P. Union, the Jhansi Branch, the Jubbulpore 
and Etarsi Branch was put in iail. At Sholapur in one 
round-up 31 Railway workers and 110 other textile 
workers were arrested. 

More than 300 workers from B. B. & C. I. Railway 
active militants were arrested. From Bombay alone 
40 gangmen were rounded up. 

Military was posted everywhere. At many places shoot- 
at sight orders were issued. Spies of the Government, 
as also the INTUC and Socialist organisers were actively 
co-operating with the Congress capitali^^G-Overnment in 
getting workers arrested anff^strike disrupted. 

The Socialist leaders fully supported this repression. 
They openly moved in police vans to break the strike 
on 9th March and they fully co-operated with them in 
getting workers arrested. 

Never were there so sweeping arrests before in any 
strike. It had not happened in the history of India. 
And never have been there so many workers working in 
any industry were arrested. On top of this there was 
virtual establishment of martial law. 


And the most important fact is that the Government 
had effected severest repression at the places which were 
strongholds of Militant Unions. This is clear from the 
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repression at Golden Rock, and the whole of S. I. Rly., 
Assam Railway, the Ajmere and Dohad centres of the 
B- B. & C, I., the gangmen of B. B. & C. I., Etarsi, Jhansi 
and Jubbulpore, Igatpuri and Dhond on G. I. P. and 
similar other places. 

The Government was panicky before the prospects 
of strike. The ferocious repression is a sign of weakness 
of the Government and not strength. It was an open 
admission that not with standing the Congress and Socia¬ 
list influence, and the waverings of the backward section 
of the railway workers—the Government was afraid, and 
very correctly afraid-that if our Unions succeeded in 
making a big break anywhere the entire pent-up dis¬ 
content would burst through. The waverer could be 
paralysed only by striking at us, by creating all-round 
terror, by creating an atmosphere that there was no one 
to speak for strike. And to do this they had to arrest 
more than 3,000 railway workers. 

The Government dared not stake either on their own 
prestige or holdofJ.P. for suppression of strike. What 
must be realised is that either by repression or Socialist 
disruption singly it was impossible to break the strike. 
Therefore the Government used both repression and 
treachery to suppress the strike. 

PRESENT SITUATION 

Experience In last few mouths has shown very clearly 
that courage and determination of workers is further 
strengthened. They are throwing up new militants^ 
who are boldly coming forward to man the Unions. A 
real rank and file fighting leadership is coming forward 
from the militant ranks of workers. And yet we are not 
able to forge our links at many places. During all the 
struggles before and after 9th March we are able to see 
that the influence of the Red Flag as leader and organiser 
of workers has immensely inc reased while that of the 
Socialist and UJTtJC disrupters "who acted as strike 
breakers and agents of bourgeoisie and its Congress 
government has heav^ declined. 

As the crisisaeepens the issues are coming to the 
forefront in all nakedness leaving no alternative but that 
of decisive struggle for existenc e. The new offensive 
which hits every section of railway workers can be only 
defeated through decisive All India Strike Struggle. 
Workers are realising that the all-out offensive of the 
Government was possible because 9th March strike did 
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not come about. Even among the followers of Socialists 
voics of protest for not joining in 9th March strike are 
raised. 

It is therefore necessary that we all should work with 
utmost speed and confidence to rally the entire mass of 
Railwaymen itnder the banner of the New Central Orgfa- 
nisation and in their respective militant trade unions. 
We must get it clear that workers are determined for a 
struggle on All India Scale. They will rally round the 
Red Flag for such a struggle. 

The masses are no longer the old masses afraid of 
terror, always dragged by illusion of a secured life. They 
are the new masses on the eve of great class battles— 
those who more and more realise that retreat is impossible 
and those who develop great confidence in the victory of 
their cause, because they have begun to see their real 
strength. 

We see even when there are yet thousands of workers 
in jail new militants are coining forward to lead the 
struggle. What is needed is we quickly reach these 
mass of Railwaymen and rally them under the banner 
of militant fighting unions for a general struggle for 
winning the basic demands as explained in the charter. 

In carrying out this task we must expose thoroughly 
the reformist treachery and the meaning of the Govern¬ 
ment repression. We must explain to the workers how 
the strikes hereafter are becoming grim battle and the 
Government will try to suppress these. The strike 
struggles will have to be organised and conducted in teeth* 
of opposition and repression by the Congress-Capitalist 
Government. 

PREPARATION FOR THE ALL INDIA RAILWAY 
WORKERS STRIKE. 

In preparing for All India Railway Workers to defeat 
the offensive of the Railway Board and win workers 
basic demands for security of service and living wage 
we must take a serious note of weakness that came to 
light during the course of the 9th March strike. 

Situation for strike on 9th March had_fully matured. 
By curtailing Grain Shop concession the ^Railway Board- 
had effected an indirect wage cut of 20 to 25 rupees 
in the wages of all workers. By turning down all 
the demands made by the workers for adequate in¬ 
crease in wages the Government had sought to per¬ 
petuate all injustices done in the matter of wages, 
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The Government was planning big retrenchment. It 
is against these conditions*that workers fought in in¬ 
numerable strike battles- It is against these conditions 
and for securing living wage and security of service 
that 350 thousand Railwaymen unanimously voted for 
All India strike. The Government was frightened and 
trembling before prospects of gigantic All India Rail¬ 
way Workers strike. 

The panicky Government attacked the vanguard of 
Rlymen i. e. all worker militants. Three thousand worker 
militants and other Trade Union leaders were put in jail. 
This was an attempt to deprive workers of their leaders. 

The effective weapon which could have enabled 
workers to successfully counter attack and defeat this 
offensive was the organisation of rank and file strike 
committees in every workshop and shed, boldly leading 
workers in action and breaking through the wall of 
repression created by the Government. Bitt we completely 
failed to evolve this new fighting form of organisation 
which enabled the Government to carry out its offensive 
without serious resistance. 

The importance of broad based and democratically 
elected srrike committee commanding confidence of over¬ 
whelming majority of Railwaymen was not realised. ^ This 
was taken full advantage of by the Congress Capitalist 
Government and the Railway Board who spirited away 
the best fighting worker leaders of Railwaymen in jail, 
on the eve of 9th March strike.' 

• In developing working class struggles the form of 
broad based strike committees with conscious efforts to 
develop rank and file working class leadership of strikers 
of working class struggles, is imperative and incumbent 
upon all militant unions. Such organs of struggle ensure 
defeat of the enemy and victory tq workers struggles. 

“In the day-to-day struggles these forms of organisa¬ 
tions are the only democratic forms which will keep the 
leadership in touch with the masses and enable the leader¬ 
ship to activity, fight every blow of the Government with 
quick rapidity and effectively meet all attempts at dis¬ 
organisation through repression or disruption through 
other means.” 

We failed to evolve these fighting forms of organisa¬ 
tion which enabled Government to remove in jail every 
known militant and thus emasculate railway workers of 
their vanguard. In preparing for All India Struggle we 
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must consciously make every effort to remove this -weak- 
ness and form Strike Committees and militant organisa¬ 
tions in every workshop and shed, in every work place as 
an indispensible weapon to counter attack and defeat the 
offensive of the Government. 

Similarily we did not thoroughly expose the treachery 
of Socialist and INTUC leaders who were actively oppo¬ 
sing and sabotaging workers struggles and helping Rail¬ 
way management. An active fight, exposure of all 
opponents of strike struggle is indispensible part of pre- 
, paration for strike struggle. Failure to do this enables 
disrupters to sow confusion in the ranks of workers, 
and create splits. 

These weaknesses noticed in the course of preparations 
for 9th March should be removed during the course of 
preparation for All India Action. The fighting Unions 
assembled here rairst fulfill this task. 

RESIST EVERY ATTACK. 

We must organise and lead the workers against every 
measure of the Government taken with a view to attack 
the workers. The policy of the Government at present 
is carrying out retrenchment by driblet, 100 here and 
200 there. Against this attack the fighting union must 
organise determined resistance. Every attack of retrench¬ 
ment whether it is the retrenchment of one worker 
or more must be firmly resisted. Entire mass of workers 
at the place where retrenchment is lairnched must be 
mobilised to resist it. Sympathetic protest actions, de¬ 
monstrations, protest strike and similar other counter 
attacks be launched to compel the Government to with¬ 
draw its offensive. 

As against Government’s attempts to increase work¬ 
load by all kinds of rationalisation schemes and new job 
analysis, workers must firmly refuse to bear the burden of 
the increased workload. Effective resistance must be 
launched to force Government to withdraw this attack. 
Unless this is done the Government offensive cannot be 
defeated. Resist every attack in any form. 

The Government has introduced new service ordinance 
which has empowered railway officers to discharge any 
railway worker on suspicion of subversive activity. This 
measure is taken with a view to suppress militant trade 
union movement. This must be resisted by protest strike 
actions and in whatever other forms suited and needed for 
the occation. 
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The Government seeks to transfer the burden of eco¬ 
nomic crises on the shoulders of workers by throwing out 
of employment thousands of casual and temporary labour, 
A vigorous campaign for confirmation of casual and tempo¬ 
rary labour and direct action should be organised demanding 
confirmation. 

Eailway is planning complete closure of Railway 
Grain Shops against whi<ih we must mobilise entire mass of 
railwaymen and demand not only continuation of the Rail¬ 
way Grain Shops but continuation of this concession as it 
existed before the orders of curtailment of the same were 
issued. 

What all the fighting Unions have to realise is that 
the Congress Government and the Railway Board have 
declared a war on the Railwaymen and we must resist 
every one of their attack as effectively as possible. Thus 
at every such workers interests must be firmly defended 
and workers struggle organised and in this way the 
resistance to the offensive organised. While organising and 
leading these struggles the perspective of All India Strike 
Struggle as the only and sure means to defeat the offen¬ 
sive and win workers demands for living wage, Fjecurity of 
service and end of repression must be placed before rail¬ 
way workers. 

While organising and leading partial struggles against 
every attack of the railway management we should cons¬ 
ciously develop rank and file leadership through the forma¬ 
tion of strike or action committees as the main organs of 
struggle. Such committees of militants elected by workers 
in action is the sure guarantee of development and success 
of workers struggle?. 

This fighting vanguard of workers must guide and lead 
workers in every action against every small big attack 
from the railway management. This is how the fighting 
unions must come forward as active defenders of workers* 
interest against attacks of the Government and the rail¬ 
way board. 

The railway Administration have withdrawn recognitions 
of our Unions. The object is to utilise other disruptive 
organisations to create false illusions in the minds of 
workers against struggle. But we must understand that 
the crisis is so seriojus that n pt o ne demand can be rnet 
througE”negbUatipns. We must explain "the* futility of ne- 
gofiafions with" thc_Rai]w^lS^^ who arSTplafifiifig 

a big ^offensiye. In absence of recognition we shall have 
to use over and over again v arious TdriBg of direct action 
as a sure means to fight op^easiom We mnsFlthrough 




[ 50 ] 

this struggle make workers see their real strength and 

speedy solution of many of their Iproblems. 

rh this way our Unions must come forward as the 
determined defenders of workers interests. Unless this is 
done workers struggle will go by default and the Govern¬ 
ment will succeed in launching the offensive without 
meeting any resistance. 

BUILD UNITED FRONT FOR STRUGOLE 

The record of innumerable strike struggles, militant 

actions which have been waged by the workers of ev^ry 
major railway during the past years, shows that the broad 
masses of workers are united in their indignation against 
the mounting offensive of the Government and in their 
determination to resist every attack. Tens of thousands of 
railwaymen irrespective of different political view points 
they might held, irrespective of their organisational loyal¬ 
ties have stood shoulder to shoulder in this wave of strike 
struggles on all the railways, which have been referred to 
earlier. In these struggles masses of ordinary rank and 

file workers inside the Unions controlled by Socialists or 
Congress leaders have broken through the disruptive barriers 
sought to be imposed by their leaders and have participated 
in these numerous actions. 

The basis for forgoing mighty united front of workers 
for all India Struggle has been strengthened by daily ex¬ 
perience of workers in the innumerable strike struggle in 
which they participated- The strike struggles have enabled 
them to realise their own fighting strength of their own 
class unity and strengthened their determination to resist 
every attack from the railway management. 

The strike ballot of 850 thousand organised railway 
workers for All India Railway Strike demonstrated unity 
and determination of workers of all railways to go in action, 
to realise their basic demands. Events happening after 9th 
March and the growing offensive of the railway manage¬ 
ment against workers has not only proved the correct¬ 
ness of call for All India Railway Workers Strike on the 
9th March, but has convinced all workers the urgent need 
for such an action at the earliest to bo able to defeat the 
offensive of the railway board and the Government. 

On and after 9th March, the basis for united front has 
been further strengthened because disruptive and anti-strike 
role of Socialist leadership of the AIRF is exposed more 
nakedly than ever before and workers have clearly seen the 
imperative need of such a unity on all India plane. 

Thm the developing unity of the workers has become 
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A countrywide phenomenon through the common offensive 
^nd repression which they are having to face on all rail¬ 
way ; through countless of struggles big and small they 
have waged on individual railways ; through their dajyiiy 
sharpening experience in their resistence to the attackai^dfi 
the Congress Capitalists Government ; and in combatingItibe 
forces of disruption and disunity i. e. the Socialist 
«hip of the AIRF, . :n 

This fighting unity has now to be rapidly fetreaiigtlDffened 
and developed ten-fold—that is the key taskfatfingtthfe tiaionB 
united in the now organisation. A united front''for staruggl^ 
has to become the dominant feature of the rail^MayiMen’B 
movement in every part of the country, giving the administ*- 
ration blow for blow, hurling back every offensive big iCn* 
small, and putting to flight the reformists distuptors iwho 
seek to split the workers’ ranks so that the Govemmen^b’fe 
attack can go through easily. This way ^ on an All India 
scale, the Socialists and other treacherous leaders of the 
AIRF will be fully exposed, isolated and routed, and the 
whelming mass of railwaymen will march forward under the 
banner of their militant unions dn the All India Strhggle 
against the Railway Board and the Government, fo(r'>their 
basic demands, ‘ ^ 

To be able to do this task otir Unions and their varibbs 
branches must come forward as the bold leaders of workers 
struggles against ev^rj^ Biogja. attack on workers by, 
Railway Officers, 'fe^OTniJly Unions' and brahchefe fehist 
be champions of unity of all fighters and must, defeijd 
workers’ .interest at every stage, f 1 

We must consider of first importance the task ofibnil^Wg 
united front for struggle in every workshop, and, sbedB, An 
every department.of the Railway, 

Through united front for struggle we wUl i reaJiseiirieal ; 
unity,; in aetiou, based on. a struggle against .attacks^fiqif i 
Capitalists, . Such united froiTt is not a unity or .agreen^eoat J 
with the yreformiist traitors to - betray struggle but it r • ja ( 

_^ujQiited;£^ from; below-r-a. united front between i'WQiflWKS 
1 who are attacked by the Railway Officers, ' i' > i M 

Qnr Unions must come for\^ard to resolutely . dewnnner 
niny attack on workers by the management. They mamt/giTo 
ckil for united action. .They niust open talks with; the irank 
[Ondfile workersuunder the influence of the reformist deadnrs* 
Wbeirever I possible owe mu8t> build» united; front committeee 
roodsisting of workers ifrornt pur UniodS and workers h iff pm 
oo^er; Unions ;f 0 r< a .speoidlc Motion .against'tbeiihanagemeialij n 
CbiroUinions most) also rememeber that whenever 
4 (OfinvMtiouiagaidst man^emont w the 
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leadership of other unions, it is the paramount duty of our 
Unions to roobilise full support to workers fighting the 
management. Defence of workers against management^ 
support to workers in struggle against management is the 
elementary duty of the militant trade unions. Through 
such support to workers in action we are able to forge a 
fighting united front and expose reformist 'traitors who- 
will want to betray workers to bourgeoisie. 

To end disunity and build united front for struggle, a 
united front of workers in every shop and department is 
the most important task before our unions. 

Members of our Unions should keep a reg'ular contact 
with workers in other Unions and win them over for a 
struggle against the management for winning the demaiJds. 

In building united front we must expose reformist 
treachery displayed on 9th March and explain how opposi¬ 
tion to strike on the 9th March has enabled the Government 
to attack workers. In this way if we come before the 
workers as defenders of workers interest at every stage, if 
we come forward as unifiers of workers against every attack 
of the management, if we come forward as leaders of 
workers struggle, our Unions will be the real rallying 
organisations of the Indian Eailwaymen and we will be 
able to forge a mighty united front of workers on all 
railways. 

TRANSFORMING UNIONS INTO MASS UNIONS: 

A tendency to neglect the task of transforming our 
Unions into mass Unions is also prevalent among many of 
our Union Organisers. This is wrong and suicidal. Many 
of our comrades do not yet see that vast mass of workers 
look to us after 9th March as real defenders of their 
struggles, those who are ready to do any sacrifice to defend 
the workers. Our Unions alone are looked upon as the real 
organs of struggle against Capitalism. Failure to under¬ 
stand this appreciation by workers results in our organisers 
and militants not approaching railwaymen and enrolling 
them as Union members. Workers fully realise the need 
for organising into Unions that boldy stood for 9th March. 
They also see their strength capable of inflicting a crushing 
blow to the Government. Their indignation against the 
Government is growing along with the worsening of their 
economic condition and continued deterioration of the 
standard of living. When we approach workers to unite them 
inside our Unions, we will find that overwhelmingly the 
workers are eager to rally under the flag of our Unions, 

But the task of transforming our Unions into mas& 
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Uuioxis is possible and easy if we have brought to leader¬ 
ship quite a large number of militant workers as leader of 
•various struggles and demonstrations and champions of 
workers cause. The very fact that after arrests of 8000 
known militant railwaymen and all their leaders many of 
whom are driven underground, a large number of new 
militants have come forward to shoulder the responsibility 
of organising the Unions shows, that if we confidently try 
to organise and activise militants in the work of transform¬ 
ing our Unions into mass Unions, into leading workers 
struggles quite a large number of militants will be found 
coming forward to shoulder the responsibility. 

APPEAL TO WORKERS HAYINO ILLUSIONS ABOUT 
SOCIALIST LEADERS 

On behalf of all the Unions assembled here we make a 
fervent appeal to the workers who still harbour illusions 
about Socialist leaders of the Railwaymen’s Federation. It 
is the disastrous policy of opposing 9th March Ely Strike 
pursued by the Socialist leaders that has enabled Congress 
Capitalist Government to attack workers. It is refusal by 
the Socialist leaders to implement the verdict of 860 
thousand Railwaymen who voted for All India Rly workers 
strike that emboldened the Government and Railway manage¬ 
ment to throw out of employment hundreds and thousands 
of workers. Instead of condemning the repression on Rail¬ 
way workers, Socialist leaders supported the Government 
which emboldened the Government to pass a new ordinance 
which has empowered Rly Officers to discharge Railway 
workers on charge of subversive activity. This is an open 
conspiracy to outlaw all opposition to the Capitalist 
Governments, 

At a time when maximum unity for struggle is needed the 
Socialist leaders removed from the Federation such mass 
Unions as the S. I. Rly Labour Union, the B. B. & C. L 
Union, the E. I. Rail Road Workers Union, G. I, P. Union 
and thus sought to suppress the voice of struggle in the 
AIRF altogether. The Government is taking full advantage 
of this disastrous anti-working class policy Of the Socialist 
leaders. Had the Socialist leaders instead of opposing and 
betraying workers strike on 9th March, joined strike 9th 
March, not only could we all together have been able to 
defeat the repression but workers demands could have been 
got and the new offensive opened by the Government 
could have been stopped. Government dares attack Rly 
workers to-day because the Socialist leaders are opposing 
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every strike, they are disrupting and disuniting the fighting 
unity of Railwaymen. 

To-day workers, whatever their political affiliations, must 
realise that the offensive of the Govt» can and must be 
defeated by forging a mighty united front for a decisive 
struggle against the Congress Capitalist Government ana 
their Railway Board. Such a united front has to be a unity 
for struggle. Therefore we appeal to Socialist ranks not to 
become victim to anti-working class policy of their leaders 
to oppose every struggle of workers and thus serve the 
Capitalist Government that is attacking workers, Eevery 
attack of the Railway management in every workshop and 
shed, at every work place must be resisted by workers 
unitedly—whatever their differences. It is through such 
fighting united front for struggle that we will be able to 
defeat the offensive of the Government and win all demands 
for which we prepared for 1946 June Strike, 4th August 
1947 Strike and 9th March 1949 Railway strike. 

APPEAL TO WORKERS HAYINO ILLUSIONS ABOUT 
CONGRESS LEADERS 

We on behalf of various Unions appeal to workers 
having illusions about Congress leaders to realise how their 
leaders have joined openly the Congress Capitalist Govern¬ 
ment and are opposing every struggle of worker and trying 
to disrupt and disunite common workers. Congress Capita¬ 
list Government is acting as a Managing Agency of capita¬ 
lists and it is suppressing workers, throwing hundreds and 
thousands out of employment. Workers who still believe in 
Congress leaders should realise that Congress Government 
does not stand on support of the people but it exists only by 
suppressing common people. Their aim is to suppress 
workers and peasants movement so that they can intensify 
exploitation of workers in every possible way. They are 
imprisoning and shooting down leaders of workers and 
peasants. They are not friends but enemies of the people. 
Congress-minded Rly workers should disown their strike¬ 
breaking leaders of the INTUC, who are working as a 
fifth column of the bourgeoisie in the midst of the work¬ 
ing class movement. 

To-day the Congress Government is attacking all sections 
of workers. Whether they are Congress-minded or Socialist- 
minded everyone’s service is in danger, everyone is facing 
literal starvation. In such circumstances all workers 
whatever their political views, must join in this fighting* 
united front of the workers against Congress Govt’s- 
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offensive for security of service, for living wage, for secur¬ 
ing democratic liberties for T. U. rights. 

TO ALL WORKERS 

Workers must realise that this united fighting front is 
an invincible strength. The united working class all over 
the world has defeated Capitalism and established peoples 
democratic rule over half the globe. If Railway workers 
are united for a determined strike struggle, the Govern¬ 
ment is incapable to suppress it. What is urgently needed 
is a fighting unity for struggle of all Railwaymen. Demands 
put forward by Railwaymen for living wage and security 
of service, for recognition of T. U. rights are the demands 
of all Government and other employees. Railway workers, 
if they unite for a determined struggle not only will they 
smash the plan of the Government to throw out of employ¬ 
ment thousands of workers but they will win the demands 
of all Government employees. 

We appeal to all workers to rally under the bfinner of 
their fighting unions in their thousands and prepare for a 
decisive struggle for realising living wage, security of 
service and other basic demands, 

POPULARISATION OP A. 1. T. U. C. : 

It should be remembered that railway workers struggle 
is a part of genral struggle of Indian Working Class. A 
tendency prevails not to see the relation between the 
A, I. T. C. and the rest of the trade Unions in the 
country. In every struggle, in all our agitation we should 
popularise ' the programme of A. 1. T. U. C. and make 
workers see that the Indian Working Class movement 
organised under A.I.T.U.C. is the major working class move¬ 
ment in this country. Railway v^orkers movement is a part of 
general working class movement undgr the banner of the 
A.I.T.U.C. This realisation, the realisation that stronger the 
A. I. T. U. C., stronger every Trade Union in the country, 
should be brought about in all sections of railwaymen. 
Support to A.I.T.U.C, and popularisation of A.I.T.U.C. pro¬ 
gramme is an important part of our struggle. 

POPULARISE W. F. T. U. 

The biggest advance made by the international trade 
union movement is the emergence of mighty trade union 
organisation, the World Federation of Trade Unions. No 
more is the trade union movement in any single country 
isolated from the trade union movement all over the world. 
The great international so idarity built through thi^j 
organisation of the world working class is the guarantee 
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of the success of workers in all lands in their fight against 
Capitalism in every country. This unity in the W, P. T. U. 
stands as a guard against all attacks by the Capitalist and 
Colonial Government on the Avorking class movement in 
every country, 

The strength and striking power of WFTU is seen in 
the fact that over 71 millions of organised working class 
are well knit inside it. At the helm stands the mighty 28 
millions strong Soviet Trade Unions^ 22 millions strong 
trade union movement of Italy, millions strong trade union 
movement in France, the mighty trade unions of China 
and the peoples democracies. Trade union movement gets 
immensely strengthened by the international solidarity that 
is forged in this organisation. 

We have seen since this organisation was formed that 
it has been giving determined battle in Social Economic 
Council of the United Nations against the suppression of 
the Trade Unions in different capitalist and colonial 
countries. 

We have seen how in the French Miners’ strike,J the 
Canadian Seamen’s Strike, the Australian Miners’ strike 
the WFTU has mobilised support of the trade movement 
of different countries, 

The WFTU have all along raised their voice against 
suppression of trade union movement in India. 

The Soviet Union has thoroughly exposed the fascist 
type of attack on the India’s Trade Union movement 
inside the United Nations, 

It is the WFTU and through it trade union centres in 
different countries throughout the world that have raised 
strong protest against suppression of Indian Trade Union 
movement, against imprisonment of thousands of trade 
union workers, agaii^st death sentences on Hyderabad 
peasant leaders, against suppression of the trade union 
movement in South East Asiatic countries. 

WFTU is organising international trade union Secretariat 
for co-ordinating trade union activities in various industries 
throughout the world ; such as Textile, Building Workers, 
Seamen, Transport Workers etc. 

The growing international solidarity of the world working 
class can be witnessed by the fact that at the time of 9th 
March Railway Strike in India the French Railwaymen 
organised under WFTU most enthusiastically supported 
Railwaymen’s struggle in India. Similarly we have seen 
how world proletariat rallied in support of the Canadian, 
Australian and French workers’ strike struggles. 

We have to fully realise the importance of this great 
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organisation of the INTERNATIONAL working class and 
popularise it among railwaymen. We must explain to 
i^ilwaymen the significance of this organisation and how 
railway workers* movement in India gets immensely 
strengthened by help and support from the World 
Federation of Trade Unions. 

RAILWAYMEH’S RESPONSIBILITY IN 
STRUGGLE FOR PEACE 

While the horrors and sufferings in the Second World 
War are yet fresh in the minds of people of all lands, 
the imperialist war-mongers led by American monopoly 
capital are making frantic preparations for a Third 
World War. American imperialists are trying to capture 
the markets of all lands and enslave countries to the 
power of American monopoly capital. They are subsidising 
every reactionary movement and directly suppressing by 
military rule through their satelites the liberation 
movements of peoples in Greece, Japan, Philipines, South 
Korea, Burmah, Malaya, Indonesia, Indo-China and other 
countries, Open pacts of war like the Atlantic Pact, 
open attempts to split the Trade Union movement in 
various countries through their agents, frantic war 
preparations are being made. 

The Congress Capitalist Government acting as satelite 
of the Anglo-American Imperialists have openly joined the 
war-mongers camp and are trying to transform India into 
a military base against Soviet Union, New China and all 
Liberation Movements in South East Asiatic countries. 

Indian Railwaymen must realise their responsibility in 
the struggle for peace, in the struggle against attempts of 
the Indian bourgeoisie to transform India into a war base 
for Anglo-American war-mongers. The Railwaymen who 
control the most strategic means of communication must 
emphatically resolve that any attempt to drag India into a 
War against Soviet Union, China and Liberation Movements 
in South East Asiatic countries will meet with stubborn 
resistance from Railway workers. 

FIGHT FOR PEOPLES* DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT 

The Railwaymen in India have great responsibility in 
the struggle of the Indian toiling masses for true and real 
freedom, for a struggle to end the rule of capitalists and 
establish Peoples* Democratic State of workers, peasants 
and oppressed middle class. Experience has shown that 
Congress Bourgeois Government is not able to solve a single 
problem of workers and common mass of toilers. 
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Railwaymen like*^ other workers have clearly seen that* 
the bourgeois Government in crisis uses all its machinary 
to suppress every single strike and demonstration of workers 
by using every machinery of Government against it. In 
Railway strike of 9th March the Government imprisoned 
three thousand railwaymen and hundreds of militants were* 
victimised for union activites. Workers on strike are lathi- 
charged and fired upon. By this unprecedented repression 
Government seeks to suppress trade union movement on 
railways so that it can carry through its offensive of 
mass retrenchment, wage cuts, closure of grain shops, 
increase work load and so on. Thus even to defend the 
rights and concessions earned by workers through great 
sacrifices and struggles the workers have to fight the 
Government, its police. Thus the working class has to 
fight every strike struggle in teeth of fierce opposition of 
capitalist Government in power. 

It is thus clear that the real solution of all problems 
can be found by only ending the rule of capitalists, by 
establishing rule of workers, peasants and oppressed middle 
class. The railwaymen should realise that struggle against 
poverty is thus a struggle for power and railwaymen must 
shoulder to shoulder with the rest of the workers and 
peasants and other toiling mass must play their part 
the struggle for real independence of India. 

To neglect the'political tasks is to deny to lead the 
workers politically in the battle for Socialism, and to 
allow the agents of bourgeoisie to mislead the masses. 
SOLIDARITY WITH RAILWAY WORKERS 
MOVEMENT IN PAKISTAN 

It was on 15th August, 1947, the black day in the 
history of Indian Liberation movement that the Muslim 
League and Indian National Congress signed a treacherous 
pact with British Imperialism. This colaboratioa of 
Hindu and Muslim bourgeoisie and partition of India 
into Hindusthan and Pakistan has ruined the country. 
Thousands and lakhs have been destroyed in this partition. 
To-day, in Pakistan and Indian Union over one crore of 
people are transferred in destitutes having no houses to 
live, having no means to exist. 

In this partition both the Governments of India and 
Pakistan made all kinds of false promises of better 
conditions in the respective dominions. The agents of 
bourgeoisie both in Indian Union and Pakistan carried 
on propaganda calling upon thousands of Hindu and 
Muslim Railwaymen to opt for Pakistan or Indian Union. 
This was a clear plan to throw out of employment* 
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thousands of Railwaymen, And this is what has happened^ 
to-day. Thousands of Railway workers who have put in 
several years of service are deprived of their jobs both 
in Indian Union and Pakistan* Their gratuity, Provident- 
Fund has been confiscated or not paid on the excuse' 
that accounts books have been burnt. 

As in India, so also in Pakistan tHe T. U. movement 
is persecuted and ruthlessly dealt with. Thousands of T, U. 
leaders in Pakistan have been put in Jail like the comrades 
in Indian Union. Our great veteran leaders Mirza Ibrahim; 
the unchallenged leader of the N. W. R. Workers is put 
by Liaquat Ali Khan’s Government in jail. Scores of worker 
militants from N. W. Rly and Eastern Bengal Rly Unions 
are in jail. The communist Party of Pakistan is persecu¬ 
ted in the same manner as in India for leading the battle 
of the toiling masses. 

Condition of Rly service in Pakistan is as bad and 
even worse than that exists in India. 

The working class movement in India and Pakistan 
cannot remain aloof from each other. The proletariat 
in- India stands shoulder to shoulder in mighty united 
front pledged to end the rule of bourgeoisie throughout 
Indian Union and Pakistan and establish people’s democra¬ 
tic rule of workers, peasants and oppressed middle class. 
This is our common goal. The whole proletarian move¬ 
ment and movement of Rly workers as its part, will forge 
a mighty unity of all workers against bourgeois rule in 
India & Pakistan. 

Our Railway Unions will always support the T. U, 
movement in Pakistan in general and T. U. movement of 
Rly. workers in particular, 

CONCLUSION : 

Such are the problems that face the Railwaymen. Our 
Unions must boldly lead workers against every attack of 
Railway Board, against the offensive they have planned, 
united under the banner of the fighting organisation, pre¬ 
pare worker^ for an All India Railway Workers Struggle 
for security of service, living wage, T. U. rights, and release 
of all the arrested leaders of Rly Unions. 

Our Railway Unions will be a strong section of AITUC, 
will rally the entire mass of Railwaymen for .All 
India Struggle for basic demands of Indian working class 
and struggle for amST^ Capitalist Rule and establishment 
of Socialism, 

OurnOnions will always work for strengthening the'^ 
bonds of solidarity with the T. U. movement in Pakistan# 
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tand forge a mighty unity of proletariat in general and 
Railway workers in particular through whole of India 
against rule of bougeoisie—both in Pakistan and Indian 
Union. 

There is not the slightest doubt that the Unions assem¬ 
bled here which alone represent the true will of Indian 
JRailwaymen, which alone are the true representatives of 
EaiJwaymen, are the symbol of Rly workers fighting unity. 
We are confident that Eailwaymen all over India will rally 
under the banner of our fighting unions and rise as one 
mighty force that will defeat the offensive of the Govern¬ 
ment and Railway Board and smash the attempt at disunity, 
disruption by Socialists strike-breaking leaders, and INTUC 
stooges of the Indian bourgeoisie, and win their demands 
for living wage, security of service and full recognition of 
all Trade Union rights. 

* LONG LIVE UNITY OP RAILWAYMEN 

* DOWN WITH THE OFFENSIVE OF THE 

CONGRESS GOVERNMENT AND RAILWAY 

BOARD 

' DOWN WITH TRAITORS TO 9TH MARCH 

" DOWN WITH SOCIALIST AND INTUC 
DISRUPTOR-LEADERS 

* FORWARD TO STRUGGLE FOR LIVING WAGE 
AND SECURITY OF SERVICE 

* FORWARD TO STRUGGLE AGAINST 
REPRESSION 

' - DOWN WITH CAPITALISM 
- VICTORY TO SOCIALISM 

LONG LIVE ALL INDIA UNION OP RAILWAY 
WORKERS. 


ON MARTYRS 

This Conference salutes the great Martyrs of the Working 
Class, Peasant, Student and other popular & democratic 
movements like Corns. D, B. Kulkarni, R. D. Bharadwaj, 
Malik Saheb, Shripat Patil, Kuppuswami, Moyarath 
Sankaran, Bhiku Kuwekar, Sumatha Chakravarti, Gobardhan 
Roy, Prativa Ganguly, Latika Sen, Gita Sarkar, Amiya 
Dutt, I. V. Subbiah, A. Krishna Pillai, Raghavaiah, Panicku 
and hurdreds of other martyrs, known & unknown, who 
have laid down their lives while leading their class 
battles. 

This Conference pledges to carry forward the heritage 
of these great martyrs and calls upon the Railwaymen to 
uncompromisingly wage a determined struggle for the 
f<5omplete emancipation of the oppressed people. 
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GREETINGS TO THE LEADERS 
OF THE WORLD WORKING CLASS 

(a) The All-India Railwaymen’s Conference extends its^ 
warm, fraternal greetings to the world. Federation 
of Trade Unions (W. F. T. U.), the mighty united 
organisation of the international working class. 

This Conference records its deep sense of appreciation 
of the tireless struggle carried on by the W. F, T. U. in 
defence of the rights of Indian workers against the wave 
of repression directs against them by the Congress 
capitalist Government. This is only one example of the 
consistent campaign for international solidarity conducted 
by the W. F. T, U. on behalf of all struggling and perse¬ 
cuted workers, such as in the case of French and Austra¬ 
lian miners, British Dockers, Canadian seamen, etc, 

The W, F, T, U, has become a mighty force uniting in its 
ranks 71 million workers of every country and standing in 
the vanguard of the world forces of Peace, Democracy an^ 
Socialism. The W, F, T. U. is the guarantee that hence¬ 
forth the working class movements of all countries socialist, 
imperialist, capitalist and colonial will bo indissolubly linked 
together in the struggle for their common class interests. 
The miserable splitting attempts of the British and American 
Trade Union leaders Deakin and Carey, have utterly failed 
to shake the unity and strength of the W, F. T, U, 

This Conference pledges to see that the organised 
Rail way men of India discharge their responsibility as a 
worthy detachment of the W. F. T. U. and do everything 
in their power to defend and strengthen tha W, F, T, U. 
against the attacks of the imperialist and capitalist rulers 
and their servile agents in the ranks of labour, 

(b) The All-India Railwaymen’s conference sends warm, 
fraternal greetings to the 28-million . brong Central 

Council of Trade Unions of the USSR, the glorious 
and triumphant leaders of the international working 
class. 

The soviet workers, having played a glorious part 
in bringing about the crushing defeat of the Fascist at the 
hands of the Red Army, are performing wonders in the 
task of peaceful Socialist construction of their great father- 
land. They have demonstrated before the whole world the 
triumph of planned Socialist economy which has staged an 
almost miraculous recovery, from the ravages of war, has 
completely banished unemployment, has embarked on a 
gigantic new Five-year plan of setting hitherto unattained 
records of industrial and agricultural production and develop- 
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»ment and has guaranteed a constantly rising standard of 
diving to the entire Soviet people. 

The Soviet workers, masters of their own country, have, 
^been stoutly and consistently raising their voice on behalf 
of the rights and demands of workers of all countries and 
on hebalf of peaces through the WFTU, UNO, etc. The 
^constructive feats of the Soviet trade unions and their 
fearless struggle in defence of the oppressed workers of all 
lands, have own the admiration and respect of all honest 
and progressive people. 

This Conference salutes the Soviet workers and their 
trade Unions as a beacon light showing the path forward to 
workers all over the world. It watches their irresistible 
advance on the road to Socialist propsperity with pride and 
joy. It pledges to defend the Soviet workers and their 
country against all slanders, calumnies, and attacks and to 
allow nothing to weaken the links which bind together the 
Soviet and Indian workers. 

(c) The All-India Railwaymen’s Conference warmly 
greets the heroic workers, toiling people of China and 
their glorious Peoples’ Liberation Army which have 
decisively smashed the power of the reactionary, 
puppet Kuonxintang clique of traitors and are ad¬ 
vancing victoriously on Canton—last major city still 
in Chiang Kai-Shek’s hands."' 

Under the leadership of the Communist Party of China 
the Chinese workers and peasants have at last freed their 
country for ever from the slavery of the capitalists and land 
lords who had sold tha national interests of China to the 
foreign imperialists, They have smashed the hopes of the 
American war mongers to exploit China’s immense resources 
and man-power for their own profits and to convert her 
into a huge military base for their insane plans of world 
domination. 

The victory of the Chinese people^ paving the way to es¬ 
tablishment of a genuine Peoples’ Democratic Govt, under 
working class leadership, is a mighty blow on the side of the 
national liberation movements of the S. E. Asian countries 
and brings nearer the day of their inevitable triumph. It 
strengthens immensely the struggle of the Indian people 
fdr real freedom and democracy and is a shattering defeat 
for the imperialist and their puppets in all lands. 

This Conference sends its best wishes to the Chinese 
people for their speedy and complete success in liberating 
their whole country marching to complete annihilation of 
the forces of foreign and dom estic reaction. 

* On 14th October Canton has been liberated by the Peoples Liberation 

Army. 



[ 68 ] 

ON FENCE 

This Conference denounces the feverish preparations 
aiCCompanied by attempts to spread anti-Communist and anti- 
Soviet hysteria of world Capital, led by the Anglo-American 
imperialists to unleash a third World War by attacking the 
Soviet Union and thus realise American imperialist dreams of 
world domination. 

The threat of use of the Atom Bomb for a lightning war, 
the establishment of United States and British military bases 
all over the globe, the monstrous expenditure on armaments 
running into 50 % or more of total budgetary expenditure 
in most capitalist countries and above all the signing of the 
Atlantic Pact, its subsidiary military pacts and aggressive 
alliances in Western Europe with their various military 
co-ordinating bodies and its proposed corollaries in the Pacific 
and the Mediterranean—all point to the desperate efforts 
of' the International Capitalist class led by Wall Street 
monopolists to pool all their resources for a war against the 
Soviet Union. 

This Conference believes that the feverish war prepara¬ 
tions only REVEAL THE PANIC, that has gripped thQ 
entire Capitalist world at the prospect of the coming 
economic slump and at the sweeping advance of the world 
Revolutionary tide threatening the rule of Capital. 

Terrified by the consolidation and growth of the forces 
of Socialism and Democracy throughout the world and by the 
irresistible advancement of the peoples’ liberation movements 
in the countries of S, E, Asia and by the irrevocable victory 
of the peoples’ armies in China, failure to defeat the libera¬ 
tion wars of the heroic peoples of Greece, Burma, Malaya, 
Indonesia, and Viet-Nam, failure to split and suppress the 
mighty working class of France and Italy, and the militant 
working class movement of Western Europe and the U, S. A, 
—the Anglo-American imperialists and their sn*elites seek to 
strike at the mighty Soviet Union, the fountain head of 
inspiration to the working class and the toiling masses in 
every country in the long struggle against capitalist-landlord 
exploitation for democracy, lasting peace and socialism. The 
World Capital tries to instigate a war against the Soviet 
Union, because it stands as the bitter opponent of Imperia¬ 
list intervention in aid of exploiters in evcuy state, because 
it unmasks the imperialist conspirators and defends the 
National Sovereignty, Democracy and Ind< p(uidonee of every 
nation fighting native & foreign exploiters 

The Conference maintains that the Cf)niinon wealth pact 
signed by the Nehru Govt, has tied India to the anti-Soviet 
War Conspiracy of Woi’W^-Capital led by the British arid 
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American reaction. The joint conference of commonwealth 
military chiefs and Prime ministers and the announcement 
that these consultations are held for co-ordinating to combat 
Communism belie the hypocritical pretensions of the Nehru 
Govt, to an independent foreign policy, 

The Conference warns that the allotment of more than 
60 % of Govt, expenditure in the latest Indian buget for 
so called national defence, the Nehru Govt’s acceptance of 
loan from the World Bank which gives this Anglo-American 
agency, dominated by US monopolists, complete power of 
supervision and control over a long period over projects for 
mechanisation of India’s transport system and for construc¬ 
tion of new iron and stdel plants, i. e. branches of Industry 
vitall in war ; Premier Nehru’s declaration in Parliament 
that India must unhesitatingly side with the Anglo-American 
bloc, and that India must resist ‘Slavism’ and above all the 
willing partnership of the Nehru Govt to the Imperialist 
colonisers in suppressing the liberation movements of Burma, 
Malaya and Korea, are open manifestations of the attempt 
of India’s capitalist rulers, to turn India into a counter¬ 
revolutionary base of war against the Soviet Union, against 
liberated China and the liberation movements of peoples of 
Asia and the toiling people all over the world fighting for 
national sovereignty, democracy and Socialism. 

The Conference believes that the present policy 
of the Govt, of India to tie our country to the Anglo- 
American war chariot against the Soviet Union has 
nothing in common with the interests and aspirations 
of the common people of India. The fight for genuine 
freedom, for people’s democracy and Socialism in 
India, in an integral part of the fight which millions 
of toiling people all over the world are waging, to end 
the rule of Capital, and against the criminal imperia¬ 
list plan to plunge the world in the holocast of a new 
and much more terrible world war. 

The Conference sends its warm revolutionary 
greetings to the youth and people of the Socialist 
Soviet Union and the Soviet Govt, which by its stead¬ 
fast championship of the cause of peace, its persistent 
efforts to outlaw the use of atom bombs, to secure 
reduction of armaments to prevent the use of the 
UNO and the Security Council as an instrument for 
imperialist intervention against liberation struggles 
in Greece, Indonesia, Korea and elsewhere, as an 
instrument for furthering Anglo-American designe to 
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unleash a third world war, has unmistakably proved 
that in the Soviet Union the toiling peoples of all 
countries have their best ally and the mighty leader 
in their struggles for peace, democracy and real 
independence. The Conference particularly greets the 
victory of Soviet foreign policy over the war-mongers 
as was seen in the recent four power Conference, 
which forced the Western Powers to accept Soviet 
proposals for continued co-operation in solving prob¬ 
lems arising in Germany, in assisting the German and 
Austrian peoples to advance to democracy and 
freedom. 

This conference hails the tremendous popular 
mobilisation headed by the working class, in favour 
of peace in every country of the world as expressed in 
the recent peace conferences in Paris, Prague and New 
York. It greets the WFTU, WFDY, lUS, WIDF, 
which by their whole-hearted participation in the 
Peace Congress have truly expressed the desires of 
600 million people united under their banners and 
millions others who are today engaged in a decisive 
battle against the heinous plan of the international 
capitalist class to unleash a war against the Soviet 
UHionr ■ ■ 

This conference recognises the urgent necessity of 
taking immediate initiative t.o rally the forces of the 
people against the War Machinations of the Indian 
Bourgeoisie and the Nehru-Patel Govt, and welcomes 
the decision of the AITUC to call a peace Conference 
in India and calls upon all the Rlymen for active 
participation in the movement for peace. 

This conference is confident that the forces of 
peace are strong enough to prevent a third world war. 
It assures the democratic forces 9 .II over the world 
that it will do all in its power to see that the Rlymen 
will play their part in the struggles of the Indian 
working class and other toiling masses to frustrate the 
conspiracy of Anglo-American and Indian Capitalist 
Govts to turn India into a baseof Anti-Soviet War and 
to use India’s toiling people as cannon fodder in their 
crucial war adventure and to ensure that the cause of 
the Soviet Union and of humanity fighting for Peace, 
Democracy and Socialism is victorious. 
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BBSOLUTION ON COMMONWEALTH & ATLANTIC PACTS 

This conference of Rlymen denounces the Common¬ 
wealth Pact to which the Congress Govt, is a signa¬ 
tory. It signifies that India has joined the alliance of 
imperialist warmongers and enslavers of the liberation 
movements of the peoples of Burma, Malaya, Viet Nam 
and Indonasia. The subservient capitalist Govts of 
India, Pakistan and Ceylon have been drawn into a 
political and military alliance which is the real mean¬ 
ing of the talk of “defence” of South-East Asia 
against the “menace of Communism”. 

Despite all the hypocritical assurances in Parlia¬ 
ment about India’s sovereignty and neutrality being 
maintained, in actual fact the country has been sold 
to Anglo-American imperialists. Premier Nehru has 
carried out this sordid deal at the dictates of the 
Indian capitalists who are trembling with fear at the 
victorious march of the Chinese Liberation Army and 
the armed struggles of the people of Burma, Malaya, 
Indonesia and Viet Nam against the colonial oppres¬ 
sors and the treacherous capitalist rulers. 

It is in keeping with this cowardly subservience to 
the Anglo-American masters that the Congress Govt, 
has unleashed brutal terror against the workers’ and 
peasants’ movement in India. Now that Chiang Kai- 
Shek has proved a fiasco, Nehru has been made the 
spokesman and figure-head of the new imperialist 
block in Asia to stem the tide of the freedom movement 
of tlxe peoples of South-East Asia. 

By remaining in the Commonwealth and accepting 
the King who is the symbol of the domination of the 
British capitalist class, India has been tied to the 
chariot-wheel of the dollar kings of America who 
together with their British counterparts are organis¬ 
ing war against the Soviet Union and the peoples of 
the world, 

The Tatas, Birlas, the Lanlords and other exploiters 
of the Indian people no^doubt rejoice at this shameful 
betrayal of India’s interests. But the working class 
and the toiling masses of India will never accept this 
foul trechery to the anti-imperialist liberation struggle 
of the Indian people. This Conference is confident 
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that the Indian people will repudiate Premier Nehru’s 
signature, on this pact, drenched in the blood /of 
Indian, Malayan, Burmese and numerous other 
subjugated peoples. 

This conference calls upon the Ely workers to 
actively fight against this pact so that freedom of the 
Indian people may be ensued and the battle of 
liberation in South-East Asia may never be crushed 
and war may never be unleashed. 

The conference also denounces the Atlantic Pact 
as a war pact for domination of the world by the 
Anglo-American Imperialists. It is a pact for the crush¬ 
ing of the Working class movements in all countries and 
the advancing colonial liberation struggles and for 
unleashing a war against the Soviet Union, the land of 
peace and Socialism. The Capitalist Governments of 
India, Pakistan, Cylon, etc, have linked themselves 
up with this war pact through the Commonwealth 
pact headed by British imperialism. The overwhelm¬ 
ing majority of the Indian people, the workers, 
peasants and the oppressed middle class demand peace, 
freedom and socialism and look upon the Soviet Union 
as a fortress for peace and Socialism and a bulwark 
against war and capitalism. 

This conference calls upon the workers and all 
exploited people to actively struggle against the 
Atlantic, Commonwealth and other combinations so 
that the forces of peace and freedom are victorious and 
the criminal plan of the warmongers defeated. 

RESOLUTION ON BASIC DEMANDS 

THE ALL INDIA RAILWY WORKERS’ CON¬ 
FERENCE greets the railwaymen in India for the 
momentous decision they had taken for an All India 
railway workers’ strike on March 9 for securing a 
living wage, security of job, 100 percent compensation 
for the rise in the cost of living, continuation of cheap 
grain shop concessions, end to retrenchment, full 
democratic and T. U. rights and other basic demands. 
These are the demands for which, railway workers 
have been waging a most determined struggle for the 
last several years and the demands of the historic 
railway general strike that was to start on 27 th June 
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1946 were similar. It is a matter of great pride to^ 
Indian railwaymen who despite the ferocious re¬ 
pression let loose against them by the Congress 
capitalist government, despite the disruption and 
treacherous sabotage by the Socialist and INTUC 
leaders, 35o thousand of Indian railwaymen or almost 
over 90 percent of the organised railway labour in 
India had voted for a general strike on all Indian 
Railways for securing the demands for which workers 
have been struggling all these years. 

The Conference heartily congratulates those 
Railway Unions which, faithful to the unanimous 
decision of Indian railwaymen for an All India railway 
strike, gave a call for the strike to begin on and from 
9th March, 1949. The Conference is proud of the 
hundreds and thousands of brave railwaymen and 
their leaders who have been put in jail because they 
were leaders of railwaymen and who had showed the 
courage to lead the workers in a battle for living wage, 
security of service and other basic demands. The 
cause for which these leaders of railwaymen have 
suffered is the cause of all railwaymen in India and 
railwaymen’s determination to fight for this cause 
gets immensely strengthened by the courage and 
sacrifice of their comrades now in jail. 

The events of 9th March railway strike have fully 
unmasked and exposed the real face of the capitalist 
class who can rule not by the support of the people 
but only by fascist repression against workers and 
their leaders. The Congress capitalist government 
could suppress the historic action of railwaymen only 
by virtually declaring martial law all over the country 
by putting into jail hundreds and thousands of 
workers and by simultaneously bringing into play 
their disruptive agencies, the INTUC and Sociaiist 
leaders who defied the verdict of 350 thousand 
organised railwaymen and stabbed them in the back 
by doing open strike-breaking to help the Government. 

Suppression of the 9th March strike of Indian 
railwaymen has not solved a single problem of 
railwaymen which is also the problem of every section 
of working class in India. The economic crisis that 
has overtaken the capitalist world has further 
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deepened. Hundreds and thousands of workers are 
being daily thrown out of employment, mills and 
factories are closing down, over 15 lakh workers and 
working people are without jobs, wages of those in 
jobs are being freezed. All open and shameless 
attempts are being made to transfer the burden of 
the deepening economic crisis to the shoulders of the 
workers and other toiling masses. In India where 
the colonial economy is on the verge of collapse, where 
the policy of mortgaging Indian economy to Anglo- 
American monopoly capital is the watch-word of the 
Congress capitalist Government, the crisis is hitting 
hard every section of the people. The toiling masses 
are on the verge of starvation. 

The Congress capitalist Government finds all its 
budget estimates going wrong with a deficit of Rs 45 
•crores instead of the estimated surplus of Rs 45 lakhs. 
Attempts to protect the robber profits of Indian 
oapitalists, attempts to mortgage Indian economy to 
British and American monopoly capital, attempts to 
solve the capitalist crisis at the expense of the toiling 
people have resulted in extreme pauperisation of the 
tolling millons. The Central and Provincial Government 
are seeking to solve the crisis by making further new 
concessions to capitalists for ensuring their loot of 
the people, and effecting mass retrenchment in every 
department of the Government. Every Ministry of 
the Central Government has been instructed to reduce 
its expenditure by 20 percent, which means throwing 
-out of employment thousands of Central Government 
employees, withdrawing every one of the concessions 
secured by them through struggles and sacrifice. 

Thousands of Government employees from the 
Central P. W. D., from Ordnance depots, from Govern¬ 
ment docks, from Government Engineering Workshops, 
from several Government offices have been turned out 
of jobs. These lakhs of people and their families are 
literally faced with starvation. 

The Central Government has carefully worked out 
their plan against railwayman. The recommendations 
-of the Railway Inquiry Committee which have been 
accepted by the Government threaten railwayman 
with mass retrenchment of over 32,000 workshop 
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workers, 20,000 grainshop employees, 6,500 gang" 
mukadams, and keymen, several thousands more from 
the engineering department, from the category of 
casual labour and thousands of temporary employees 
from every department. 

The Railways have made all preparations to close¬ 
down the grainshops altogether and thus effect a 
further wage cut in the already deteriorated earnings 
of Indian railwaymen. Several schemes of new job 
analysis are being fast prepared, planning increase in 
the workload and farther heavy retrenchment. 
Strictest supervision is being demanded which means 
more harassment of railway workers. An open call 
is givc^n for dismissing union militants from service, 
for stopping all promotions by making efficiency bar 
a strict examination to disqualify workers for further 
promotions, by strict trade tests and similar innumer¬ 
able measures to throw out of employment a very 
large number of railwaymen and also attack the wages 
of those in jobs by every conceivable moans at the 
disposal of railway managements and the Congress 
capitalist Government. 

How menacing this all-out offensive is can be seen 
from the fact that while as compared with the 1939 
price level, pi’ices today have gone up by over 200 
percent and are still rising, the increase in the money 
wages over the 1939 level is only 43 iiercent. The 
real wages of workers have thus declined heavily. Due 
to inflation the real value of a rupee has gone down 
to below four annas forcing down the real value of the 
money wage drawn by the workers to hardly 25 
percent. In this situation Railway managements are 
seeking to further attack the wages by the entire 
closure of the railway grain shops and withdrawing 
the various allowances under one excuse or the other. 
The circumstances that lead the railwaymen to decide 
for an All India Strike from 9th March not only 
remain but have been worsened. 

Experience of all negotiations and arbitration 
during the last three years has conclusively proved 
that arbitrations and commissions, inquiries and 
adjudicators are only subtle means in the hands of 
bourgeoisie to cheat and confuse the workers, to sow 
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the false illusions in their minds that their demands 
could be got without a struggle. Workers have full 
experience of the Central Pay Commission’s scales 
which cheated the workers not only of a living wage 
but also of full dearness allowance, not granting them 
even that rate of D. A. which is earned by workers in 
the textile and other industries. It created all kinds 
of disruptive and pliant rules which the managements 
could twist in the manner they liked to attack the 
workers. The Award of the Adjudicator which by 
itself unsatisfactory, is forced to record some improve¬ 
ment in the rules regarding hours of work and leave 
for employees and which the Government was. 
committed to implement has been pigeon-holed. 

The All India Railway Workers’ Conference there¬ 
fore resolves that railwaymen all over India must 
Immediately prepare for an all India railway workers 
strike to secure the following minimum basic 
demands : 

1. Basic minimum wage of Rs. 80/- for unskilled 
i. e. class IV Staff, and of Rs. 125/- for class III 
staff with annual increase so as to reach maxi¬ 
mum of Rs. 125 and Rs. 200 respectively. 
Commensurate 125 increase in other grades. 

2. Continuation of cheap grain shops concession 
as they existed in 1947. 

8. Dearness Allowance at a rate fully compensa¬ 
ting the rise in the cost of living. 

4. Confirmation of all temporary and casual 
labour numbering over two lakhs. 

5. Forty-hours week with a maximum 7 hours’ » 
day. 

6. One month’s privilage leave with pay and 20 
days’ casual leave with pay every year to all, 
abolishing all present distinctions. 

7. Full facilities and rights to organise trade 
unions and recognition »to unions as a matter 
of right. 

8. Withdrawal of Railway «Inquiry Committee 
Report. 

9. Immediate and unconditional release of all de¬ 
tenus and reinstaterhent of railwaymen detain¬ 
ed so far. 
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10. Withdrawal of the Public Security Act, Indian 
Trade Disputes Act, Railway Service Rule 
(1949) and such other repressive laws and 
rules as seek to curtail the democratic and 
Trade Union liberties. Complete freedom of 
speech, thought and organisation. 

11. No retrenchment. Reinstatement of all those 
retrenched. 

12. Rent free quarters for all or house rent allow¬ 
ance in lieu thereof. 

13. Pull educational facilities for railwaymen’s 
children. 

The above demands are the minimum demands of 
railwaymen and they must be immediately conceded 
to enable railwaymen and their families to exist. 

This Conference calls upon railwaymen of every 
railway to close up their ranks, unite on the basis of 
above demands and compel the Government to concede 
them. A mighty united front of Indian railwaymen, 
irrespective of their political differences to realise the 
above demands is the surest weapon in the hands of 
the railwaymen. 

Railwaymen in India must learn the lesson of 9th 
March. It is that the strike-breaking and treachery 
of the Socialist and INTUC leaders enabled the 
Government to suppress the strike. Having succeeded 
in crushing it and being encouraged by the Socialist 
and INTUC leaders the Government is emboldened to 
open up its new offensive which seeks to throw thou¬ 
sands of railwaymen on .the streets to starve. Workers 
in every department and shop must resolutely oppose 
and resist this policy of disruption, this policy of oppo¬ 
sition to workers’ struggle and must build up a mighty 
united front for struggle, united front for realising 
the above demands, united front against starvation, 
for normal living conditions for the workers and their 
families. 

The workers on every railway must learn the se¬ 
cond important lesson of 9th March. It is that the 
strike struggle was suppressed by the Congress Go¬ 
vernment by spiriting away in jails thousands of 
workers militants, the vanguard of the struggle. To 
be able to combat this, workers on every, railway, in 
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every shop and shed must transform their work places 
into strong fortresses led and commanded by the most 
militant and bold workers so that both disruption and 
repression could be successfully combated and workers’ 
demands realised. 

The Conference calls upon railway workers to 
muster strong under the banner of their fighting 
Unions pledged to organise and prepare the workers 
for the coming decisive struggle to win the above men¬ 
tioned demands. 



Resolutions 


—On The Railway 
Service Rules (1949) 

This Convention severely condemns the Railway 
Service Rules (1949) promulgated by the Governor- 
General after the suppression of the 9th March Strike. 
These rules surpass other Racist measures taken by 
the Congress Government to suppress the militant 
trade union movement in the country. 

The Ordinance gives such sweeping powers to the 
heads of Railway departments that they can at will 
discharge any employee from service by merely 
charging him of being engaged in 'subversive activites’. 
The officer has not the slightest responsibility of 
proving sucli a serious charge before a Court of Law. 
These rules thus suppress even the restricted rights of 
unions under the Trade Union Act 1926. 

This Fascist measure will hardly find any parallel 
in the trade union movement in any part of the world. 
If it is allowed to remain on the Statute Book, it will 
mean a standing challenge to legal and open trade 
union function. The Congress capitalist Government 
is unable to suppress the trade union movement by all 
its unparalleled Fascist measures and workers resis¬ 
tance and struggle for livinng wage, security of service 
and against unemployment and intensification of 
work, continue 4,nd increase. Hence this measure has 
been introduced to outlaw activities of all unions 
which refuse to surrender to the dictates of the capita¬ 
lists and their Congress Government. On the other 
hand, it is meant to bolster up the INTUC—the labour 
organisation of the Congress Government. 

The Convention notes with indignation that al¬ 
ready, these new rules have been used to dispense with 
the services of railwaymen belonging to B. N. R.^ 
Workers’ Union and E. I. Rail Road Workers’ Union. 

This Ordinance, the culmination of all attacks on 
the Railway Trade Union movement, demonstrates 
clearly that the Congress Government will not allow 
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the functioning of unions except on the lines of the- 
Nazi Labour Unions. These rules are meant to deny 
to the workers all trade unions rights, the right to- 
organise and to strike. 

This Ordinance exposes thoroughly the totally 
false claim of the Government of India before the 
United Nations Social and Economic Council that 
workers in India are given full freedom to organise 
trade unions and carry on trade union struggles with¬ 
out obstruction from the Government. 

The Convention calls upon the workers to unitedly 
meet this serious offensive of the Congress Govern¬ 
ment against their democratic liberties and compel 
the withdrawal of these black rules. Whenever these 
Rules are used to discharge railwaymen, all together 
must offer immediate resistance by all possible means. 

On Railway 

Enquiry Committee Report 

The Convention of Rlymen strongly denounces the 
findings of the Railways Enquiry Committee published 
in March, 1949. 

The Enquiry Committee has stated among other 
things that there are 82,000 surplus staff in Railway 
Workshop, 20,000 surplus in Grain shops, over 6,000 
surplus in Engineering dept., and thousands of others 
in other departments. It has slandered and lied 
against Railwaymen by declaring that the efficiency of 
the workers has declined by 30 to 40 percent and that 
they do not put in more than 50 % work. It has su¬ 
ggested special examinations, to qualify workers to 
cross the efficiency bar and get into the next higher 
grade. It recommends the empowering of ordinary 
supervisors with authority to inflict punishment for 
minor offences and summary dismissals of persons 
who do 'not meekly submit to the oppression and 
exploitation of the authorities ; it has urged the com¬ 
plete closure of railway grainshops. In the sphere of 
finances the Committee recommends the increase of 
contribution to the depreciation fund from Rs. 11 
crores to Rs. 22 crores. Lastly it has advised against 
imalementation of Adjudication’s Award. 

The Convention considers that every one of these- 
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'recommendations is a direct attack on the railwaymen 
and will lead to retrenchment of over 50,000 staff, 
work-load and intensification of labour through job 
analysis in every department on the plea of inefiici- 
ciency and slackness. It w;ill increase victimisation 
. and harrassment of workers and union members ; it 
will lead to stoppage of promotions for thousands of 
workers and encouragement of bribery in the matter 
of promotions. It will mean denial to workers of even 
the little benefits of the Adjudicator’s Award with 
respect to leave and hours of work. It will directly 
throw the workers on to the open black-market and to 
further wage-cuts and fleecing of workers by the 
closure of the grainshops and the appropriation of 
more money to the already over subscribed deprecia¬ 
tion fund. 

The Convention notes with indignation that the 
AIRF has, behind the back of the workers, accepted 
these mischievous recommendation through Mr. S. 
Guruswamy, its General Secretary who has put his 
signature on this shameless document. 

The Convention calls upon the railwaymen to raise 
their powerful voice of protest against this report and 
resist any attempt by the Government to implement 
any single item of its recommendations. 

The Convention demands from the Congress 
Government the immediate withdrawal of this report. 

On Adjudicator’s Award 

This conference of railway workers strongly pro¬ 
tests against refusal of the Government of India to 
implement award of the adjudicator on hours of work, 
leave and other questions concerning service condition 
of Railway employees. The conference expresses its 
considered opinion that the adjudicators award is it¬ 
self quite unsatisfactory and does not meet workers’ 
demands for 40 hours week, one month and 2o days 
leave to all with pay though it records slight improve¬ 
ment over the existing conditions of railway service 
•with regard to some categories. 

While reiterating workers demands for 40 hours 
■week and one month and 20 days leave with pay to all, 
.the conference demands immediate implemeutatioo. 
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of the adjudicators award which the Government of 
India is bound to implement under terms of settle¬ 
ment of strike of 27th June, ’46. The meeting calls 
upon all Unions to hold mass meetings of protest 
against Government’s refusal to implement the award,, 
and demands its immediate implementation. 

On Refugee Railwaymen 

All India Railway Workers’ Conference condemns 
with its strongest possible terms the brutal treatment 
of the Administration & the Nehru Capitalist Govt, 
meted to the Refugee Railway employees who opted 
for Indian Dominion. These Refugee Empleyees have 
been denied accomodation, arrear dues, promotion v 
their service records are tampared with off and on 
and most of them have been whimsically reverted and 
poste^, in many cases, to jobs in which they were not 
originally employed. They have been residing in da¬ 
maged & roofless wagons, their fixation of pay & incre¬ 
ment are stayed back, their P. I. & Gratuity money 
have also been denied. 

The lakhs of people were rooted out from the home¬ 
lands only as a result of the partition as effected by 
the unholly alliance of the Congress, League capita¬ 
lists and British imperialism with a view to disrupt 
the growing democratic working class movement not 
only in the Provinces of Punjab & Bengal but all over 
India which threatened their existence. It disrupted 
the united strong movement of the N. W. & Bengal 
Assam Railway Workers. The Refugee staff was 
promised all facilities, the refugee in general were 
promised proper and adequate rehabilitation. 

But not only were these promises quickly forgotten 
but these two years of the Congress capitalist rule 
has brought in its wake further wage outs, further 
worsening of the standard of life, further attacks on 
the living conditions. These two years have brought 
arrests. Lathi charges & untold repression on the re¬ 
fugees whenever they have raised their voice for their 
lagitimate demands. 

This conference supports the just demands of the 
refugee staff and pledges to fight back the repression' 
and brut&l treatment meted out to them. 
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This Conference calls upon refugee Railwaymen & 
other Railway employees to jointly fight for these 
demands so that Refugee Railwaymen are properly 
rehabilitated in life. 

On Assam Rail Link Project Workers 

The Conference unequivocally condemns the policy 
of the Railway Board in recruiting class III and IV 
staff through the Engineer-in-Chief for the Assam Rail 
Link Project and treating them as temporary contrac¬ 
tor’s staff. They are denied all privileges of leave, 
passes etc. of railway employees and are liable to dis¬ 
charge at any moment. In fact, already 30 employees 
of the Calcutta office belonging to this project have 
been discharged without assigning any cause. 

The Conference considers this treatment as un- 
ashmed exploitation and demands that all staff be¬ 
longing to the Assam Rail Link Project be treated as 
railway staff and that alternative employment be found 
for them after completion of the construction works. 

The Conference calls upon the staff to launch an 
immidiate movement to alter this state of affairs and 
achieve their demands. 

On Pakistan Railwaymen 

The Conference sends warm fraternal greetings to 
the railwaymen in Pakistan and pledges its support 
and solidarity in their struggle for better living condi¬ 
tions and trade union rights against the Pakistan 
government. 

On the 15 th Aug. ’47, the Muslim League and 
Indian National Congress signed a treacherous pact 
with British Imperialism and betrayed our national 
liberation movement. The Hindu & Muslim capita¬ 
lists, landlords and vested interests through parti¬ 
tion of India has brought suffering and death to lakhs 
of common people. Both the bourgeosie in India and 
Pakistan called upon Hindu and Muslim railwaymen 
in an atmosphere of riots to opt for Pakistan or Indian 
Union and made all kinds of false promises. The 
result has been loss of jobs for thousands and limitless 

(on 

Xsmlnaia, so also in Pakistan, ilie workers^ con¬ 
dition has greatly detoriorated—wages have been Clli 
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through closure of grainshops and rise in prices ; 
thousands have been reverted, thousands deprived of 
increments and promotions, thousands have been ren¬ 
dered homeless. As in India, civil liberties and trade 
union rights have been suppressed. 

The Conference notes with pride, however, that the 
railwaymen of Pakistan as in India, have not taken 
these attacks lying down. In Saidpur, Chittagong, 
Dacca, Lalmonirhat etc. militant demonstrations and 
strikes have taken place and the authorities were 
forced to abandon the plan to increase hours of work 
in Chittagong & Dacca and to make offer concessions 
in other centres. 

The Conference greets the railwaymen of East 
Bengal for preparing for general strike on 9th March 
under the leadership of the E. B. Rail Road Workers 
Union. The Pakistan Govt, suppressed the strike 
with the use of overwhelming military force and with 
the help of traitors. But it revealed to the railway- 
men the bankruptcy and isolation of the capitalist 
Govt, from the people and its weakness. The Con¬ 
ference sends greetings to Mirza Ibrahim, Maruff 
Hossain, Sudhin Dhar and scores of other leaders of 
railwaymen in East and West Pakistan, who have 
been detaind without trial by the Pakistan Govern¬ 
ment in order to suppress the democratic trade union 
movement. 

The conference is of opinion that the working class 
movement of India and Pakistan must fight and march 
together for better living conditions and democratic 
rights. The workers of India stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the workers of Pakistan in the struggle 
to end the monstrous and intolerable rule of the Con¬ 
gress and Pakistan governments, and to establish a 
democratic government of workers, peasants and 
oppressed middle class. 

On Detenus Demands 

This conference strongly condemns the continuous 
detention without trial of thousands of workers and 
peasants, students, leaders of Communist Party and of 
other political parties engaged in organising and 
leading* the struggles of the toiling masses for better 
living conditions* 
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The Conference condemns the barbarious treat¬ 
ment meted out to detenus in various jails where they 
are treated worse than ordinary criminals. They are 
denied all facilities to which political prisoners are 
entitled and are subjected to brutal lathi charges and 
firing as a result of which many of the detenus have 
died and several injured. 

The Congress capitalist Govt, unable to crush the 
growing strength of workers and peasants movement 
which is challenging the very existence of the rule of 
the capitalists are having their vendatta against these 
popular leaders of workers, peasants and other toiling 
masses. 

The promulgation of special ordinance empowering 
Provincial Govts, to carry out inter provincial trans¬ 
fers is only a means to put all political prisoners in 
concentration camps on the pattern of Nazi Concen¬ 
tration Camps with a view to isolate them from the 
mass of people and with a view to suppress them in 
the camps. 

The recent transfers attempted by the provincial 
Govts, in Bengal, Bombay, Madras and other provinces 
are a clever devise to segregate working class fighters 
from their leaders and thus seek to suppress them in 
isolation. The most hated differentiation between 
class I and class II maintained by the Congress Govt, 
displays the vindictive attitude of the capitalist rulers 
against working class fighters. 

Refusal to grant any family allowance to the fami¬ 
lies of the working class fighters detained without 
trial, in many provinces, is yet another way the Govt, 
is seeking to suppress spirit of working class fighters 
by enforcing brutal starvation on their families. 

The Railway Workers* Conference strongly con¬ 
demns this shameless and callous attitude of the Con¬ 
gress capitalist Govt, which puts to shame even the 
British Imperialists, in suppression of leaders of 
common toiling mass of people. The Railway Workers’ 
Conference therefore demands : 

That all detenus detained without trial in various 
jails in India be forthwith released unconditionally. 

That the new ordinance promulgated for inter-pro- 
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viaoidrl transfei^s of the detenus foirthwith 
drawn and all transfers ordered canceiledv 

That adequate family allowance for every detenu 
with minimum of Rs. 100/- be sanctioned with retro¬ 
spective effect from the date the detenu was arrested 
and detained in jail. 

That classification as class 1 and class II be forth¬ 
with abolished and all political detenus arrested in 
connection with workers, peasant, student and politic 
cal movements be classified as political detenus and he 
given treatment much above the present standard for 
class I detenus. 

That public inquiry into all attacks on the detenus 
—lathi charges, firing etc. be ordered and jail authori¬ 
ties, police and provincial Government ministers found 
to be responsible for the attacks on the detenus be 
dismissed from service and be prosecuted for the 
offences committed. 

That all demands put forward by detenus in various 
jails be forthwith conceded. 

The meeting calls upon Railway Workers all over 
India to hold protest meetings and demonstrations to 
condemn to Government’s attack on detenus and to 
demand immediate and unconditional release of all 
detenus and the family allowance to the families of 
the detenus. 

On Death Senteces of Hyderabad Peasant Leaders 

The All India Railway Workers’ Conference records 
its deep sense of indignation at the barbarous deatl^ 
sentences imposed by the Hyderabad Special Tribunal 
on eight brave peasant leaders of Telegana-Murari Rao, 
Rama Reddi, Tirupatti, Gosi Lingaya, Pantagi Liur 
gaya, Krishnaya, Kankaya and Reddi Narain. These 
young men, among whom Rama Reddi is only a boy 
of 16 years, are accused of alleged offences against tb0 
oppressive Nizam and his Razakar gangs of murderers. 

This conference protests against the death sen¬ 
tences and demands of the Congress Govt, at the 
centre that these atrocious sentences of death fo^ 
offences alleged to have been committed against th^ 
rale of Nizam forthwith be cancelled and the Militai?y 
Governor of Hyderabad be directed to immediately set 
free these courageous fighters who defended common 

6 
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p^ple of Teldbgana against the hated and murderous 
mle of Nizam, and his Eazakars. 

This conference calls upon the people and workers 
of India, and upon lakhs of railwaymen throughout 
the country to raise their voice of protest against the 
death sentences to compel the Hyderabad Government 
tO'release these brave leaders of peasantry forthwith 
and to cancel their death sentences. The Railway 
Unions assembled here are directed to forward their 
protest resolutions to Government of India, to the 
Hyderabad Government and to World Federation of 
Trade Union head quarters in Paris. 

On Firing 

The all India Railway Workers’ conference expreses 
its deep sense of horror and indignation at the repeated 
cases of brutal and indiscriminate firing by police on 
workers, peasants, students, women, political prisoners, 
refugees, on workers and peasants strike struggle 
led against capitalist, and on protest demonstrations 
of people against oppressive rule of the Congress 
Governments. Such firing in one part of the country 
or another have become daily occurrances. They 
constitute the Congress Govt’s stock answer to any 
demand or any legitimate agitation by the toiling 
masses for better conditions of life and minimum 
democratic liberties. 

A wave of indignation and protest has swept 
throughout the country at the unprovoked and 
indiscriminate raining of bullets upon unarmed people, 
resulting in scores of dead and hundreds of injured. 
Some of the most horrible of the recent massacres 
which deserves condemnation in strongest possible 
terms are the cases of firing on a women’s procession 
in Calcutta on April 27th resulting in death of 10 women, 
one 9 year old girl and one 10 year old boy; on 
Calcutta students and refugees on January 18th and 
19,th ; on political detenus in Presidency Jail & 
Dum Dura Jail in West Bengal, Sabarmati Jail & 
Guddalore Jail ; on poor peasants at Erangaon in 
Bombay province, in Bhagalpur, Rajasthan and 
several districts of West Bengal; on workers in 
railway bolony in Dibrugarh, Assam; Calcutta Pottery 
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Workers, and Bhopal workers and many more ct^ses 
too numerous to mention. ; ; , 

. This, conference unequivocally condemns a Govern¬ 
ment which cannot maintain its power except with 
the aid of bullets arid which has shown that its deli¬ 
berate-policy is to shoot down common workers and 
peasants at the behest of.the capitalists and landlords. 
In the opinion of this conference these firings have 
exposed Congress Government at the centres and the 
provinces as nothing but tools of the Anglo-American 
Imperialists and of the reactionary feudal and capita¬ 
list interests in India, who want to drown in blood 
the democratic mass movement of people. To the 
deep resentment and indignation roused by these 
firings in the minds of all decent men and women, 
this conference desires to add the mighty voice of 
lakhs of organised railway workers throughout the 
country, who are not prepared to tolerate indefinitely 
these brutal firings and killings of their fellow 
workers and fellow toilers. 

This conference demands, that public, non-oflicial 
inquiries be held into every one of these firings ; that 
the relatives and dependents of those killed and 
injured be given adequate compensations, and that the 
Ministers, Government officials and police officers 
responsible for the firing orders be dismissed and 
prosecuted. 

This conference pays homage to the memory af all 
those brave men and women who have fearlessly faced 
police bullets and laid down their lives rather than 
submit passively to injustice and fascist suppression. 
It pledges on behalf of organised railwaymen, to carry 
on ceaseless and uncompromising struggle until the 
present regime of bullets, teargas and lathis is replacr 
ed by a peoples Government ensuring decent living 
conditions and full democratic rights for the toiling 
masses. 

X>n Repression & Trade Union Rights 

The all India Railway Workers’ Ckmference 
-vehemently condemns the most ferocious attaches on 
Indian Trade Union movement by the Gohgress 
capitalist Govt. : . : 
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Sec. 14’4 of the Cr. P. 0. has been consistently naed 
to ban meetings, both of union committees & public, 
and demonstrations throughout the country. Through 
the introduction of anti-Workiug Class le^slation like 
the Industrial Disputes Act, BIR Act and various 
other Acts, the Govt, has imposed heavy restrictions 
on the workers right to strike. By declaring-a number 
of services as essential and banning spontaneous 
strikes against the sudden attacks of the capitalists, 
by introducing compulsory arbitration, it has practi¬ 
cally illegalised every strike. By introducing such 
Fascist type of legislation as the Public Security 
Measures Acta in every province of India, the Govt, 
has given unlimited powers to the police to arrest 
without warrant and imprison without trial any 
person who dares to oppose its monstrous policy. 
These measures have been widely used to arrest 
thousands of workers, peasants and middle class 
employees with a view to paralysing the trade union 
movemet. 

In furtherance of the same policy, the Govt, has 
banned workers’ & peasants’ journals with a view to 
suppressing the truth and controlling thought and 
hiding its misdeeds. 

The Govt, has further arbitrarily, searched & for¬ 
cibly closed union offices and carried away union 
records as in the case of Bombay Girni Kamgar union. 
Textile Workers’ Union of Amballur, SIR Labour 
Union, E. I. Rail Road Workers’ Union, AITUC, 
BPTUC and scores of other offices. 

Even those strikes organised after fulfilling all the 
requirements of the present repressive laws have been 
suppressed by the use of military & armed police; 
Thus the All India Railway general strike which was 
a perfectly legal strike was smashed by the arrests of 
3000 railwaymen and their leaders and virtual 
declaration of martial law & orders to shoot at strike 
ing workers. 

It has become a common practice of the Govt, to 
intervene on the Side of the capitalists in every case 
of strike and hundreds of workers & toiling people 
have been lathi charged, teargassed and fired upon to- 
break up meetings, demonstrations and strikes. 
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Th« Gongtevs Govt, seeks thiis to crush all mil^> 
taut trade union movement in order to further exploit 
the workers and pass on the burden of the crisis to 
the shoulders of the workers. This ruthless attack on 
elementary trade union rights is a part of the plan of 
the Indian bourgeoisie to suppress all democratic & 
progressive movements and to create conditions to 
transform India into a military base of the Anglo^ 
American war mongers for waging war against/the 
liberation movement in the Asiatic countries and for 
a war against the Soviet Union. 

The conference demands : 

1 ) All arrested trade union and peasent leders be 

released forthwith and unconditionally. 

2 ) All bans on meetings & demonstrations be 

forthwith withdrawn. 

3 ) Trade Union and other working class journals 

be allowed to be published. 

4 ) All measures restricting Trade Union activities, 

such as Industrial Disputes Acts, BIR Act, 

Compulsory Arbitration & similar other 

measures be forthwith withdrawn. 

5 ) All public Security Acts & other lawless 

measures against democratic rights be 

withdrawn. 

6 ) Unrestricted right to organise unions and to 

strike be fully recognised. 

The Conference whilst greeting the workers for the 
heroic struggles they have led inspite of such savage 
terror, calls upon the railwaymen to rally under the 
banner of the unions to win their minimum demands 
and elementary trade union rights and defeat 
completely the plan of the capitalst rulers to suppress 
trade union activities not to their liking. 

On Roy Ministry In West Bengal 

The All-India Railwaymen’s Conference wholehear¬ 
tedly supports the demand of the workers and toiling 
people of West Bengal that the Roy Minstry must go, 
and make way for a real peoples Govt., led by the 
working class which can guarantee minimum living 
standard! and full democratic rights. 

During its IJ years of office, the Roy Ministry has 
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proved itseli to be the naked tool of the AngJo-Marwari 
capitalists and the big landlords, utterly divorced from 
the people and determind to suppress them with every 
conceivable means of repression, some of them far 
exceeding in barbarity anything perpetrated even by 
the British imperialists. 

The Roy Ministry has outlawed the Communist 
Party in West Bengal, banned its papers and put 
about 600 party members in detention without trial. 
Another 1,000 workers, peasants, students, trade 
unionists, progressive intellectuals, and members of 
other left groups, are also behind the bars. The 
Ministry has denied its prisoners the most elementary 
conditions and facilities, has forced them to resort to 
prolonged hunger-strikes twice in 2 months, and has 
shot down in cold blood, 4 detenus and caused the 
death of a fifth by subjecting him to inhuman condi¬ 
tion. 

The Ministry has rained bullets mercilessly upon 
every section of the people which has dared to voice 
its demands or its protest against the Govt’s policy. 
Port workers. Jute, Engineering and Pottery workers 
have been fired upon. Students have been shot down. 
Kisans in practically every district are daily being 
shot down because they demand rice for their starving 
children. The climax of the Roy Minstry’s atrocities 
has been its wholesale masacres of women in Calcutta 
on April 27th and in several rural areas, latest 
example being at Hatal on Sept., 9th where 10 women 
have been killed. In IJ years, over 100 persons have 
lost their lives in police firings, and among them no 
less than 35 are women. 

The ministry is attacking the workers, right and 
left, through physical suppression of all T. U. rights 
and civil liberties, thereby clearing the path for the 
Anglo-Marwari bosses of the jute, coal, tea, engineer-' 
ing and other industries to swell their profits through 
wage-cuts, mass retrenchment, rationalisation, etc. 
The Minstry has become the armed, gangster custo¬ 
dian of all reactionary vested interests, and centre of 
unprecedented corruption and nepotism and black 
marketing at the expense of the common people. 

The smashing defeat of the Congress candidate in 



[ 87 J 

the South Calcutta bye-election was the unequivocal 
expression of the peoples’ anger and hatred against the 
atrocities and misdeeds of the Roy Ministry, ■ and of 
their unanimous desire that it must quit here and 
now. But the capitalists are not prepared to give up 
so easily a Ministry which is an ideal tool for imple¬ 
menting their policy of unrestricted and merciless 
exploitation of the toiling masses. Pandit Nehru has 
come to the rescue of the Ministry with the plan for 
a general election, an election in which 87% of the 
people will be disfranchised, the regime of the Security 
Act will remain entrenched, hundreds of popular fight¬ 
ers remain in jail, the Communist Party remains 
banned and freedom of assembly and speech are non¬ 
existent. 

This Conference condemns the Roy Ministry as a 
thoroughly discredited and fascist Ministry which 
has forfeited any right to continue in office for a 
single day. It fully supports the will of the people of 
West Bengal that this Ministry must resign at once, 
and if it refuses to resign it must be compelled 
to quit by the strength and unity of the masses, led 
by the working class. 

This Conference demands that the ban on the 
Communist Party be lifted, all political prisoners be 
released, full T. U. rights and civil liberties be 
restored, the Security Act be repealed, and universal 
adult suffrage be established failing which, the 
proposed elections will be nothing but a bogus 
undemocratic device for suppressing the real verdict 
of the people. 


ATROCITIES ON DIBRUGARH WORKERS 

This conference of All India Railway workers 
expresses its burning indignation at the savage 
atrocities and torture committed by the Police on the 
Railway workers and peasants of Dibrugarh, in the 
Railway Colony and in Police lock-up and Jails. These 
atrocities remind one of the blood-curdling and 
inhuman torture practised by the Nazi brutes on the 
-peoples who were victims of their aggression. , 
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Oo the allegation that a Sab-Inspector of Police 
was killed by some one some where near Naliapole, a 
big armed Police force snrroanded the workers and 
peasants, who were gathered at a Conference for peace 
on 17th July, and opened indiscriminate fire, killing 
9 people inolndhag two girls, and aged woman, and 6 
railway & tea garden workers on the spot. They 
followed this up with a savage lathi and bayonet 
charge, in which hundreds of men and women were 
wounded and injured. 

Not content with this, the Police then entered the 
Railway workers colony in Dibrugarh, dragged 
whoever was found in the colony and beat them up. 
460 persons, including men, women, and children, 
were rounded up, tied with a rope round the waist to 
batches fifty, and driven to the Police Station, and 
beaten all allong the way to the Police Station. 

At the Police Station, they were kept in open for 
several hours, during the whole of which period, they 
were beaten with lathis, fists, batons and rifle butts. 
From the Police Station they were driven to the 
Reserve lines and all herded together like cattle in 
one barrack. In the barrack where they were kept 
for 36 hours, inhuman torture continued. They were 
continuously beaten by batches of Policemen, who 
took their duty in turns of 60 at a time. They were 
forced to remain standing all through the first night. 
They were forced to answer calls of nature inside 
this crowded barrack. They were denied even drinking 
water and were told to drink their urine. The next 
day, they were taken out of the barrack to answer 
calls of nature, but in batches of 50 tied together by 
a rope. Com. Nani Bhowmik, General Secretary of 
the Assam Tea Garden Workers’ Union was the 
special target of the fiendish attack of the Police. 
His head was shaved in the middle and the skin of 
his back had practically came off as a result of the 
beating. Several prisoners had fallen unconscious 
daring the beating up. All their personal property, 
money purses, wrist watches, fountain pens, gold 
rings, spectacles etc. were looted by the Police. 

Even when after 36 hours, they were taken to the 
Jail, the torture did not stop. These 450 prisoners 
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“were huddled together in a barraek whieh bad 
accomodation only for 210. Despite the faet that 
everyone of them had injuries, and twenty had serionis 
bullet and bayonet injuries and fractures, no medical 
aid was given to them inside the jail. Two weeks latter 
under the pretext of investigation, they were taken 
one by one before Police officers, who tied them up 
and assaulted them for hours. The ferocity of these 
assaults can be imagined from rhe fact that com. 
Naider Bashi Nandi had to be taken straight from 
this so-called ‘investigation’ to the hospital with 
internal haemorrhage and fractured ribs and another 
comrade Santi Sen was completely disfigured. This 
torture went on for 4 days, at the rate of two prisoners 
a day, and was stopped by the courageous resistance 
pu t up by Com. Santi sen, leader of the Railway 
Workers, who went on a hungerstrike in protest 
against these tortures in jail. 

This Conference pays its homage to the memory 
of the 9 working calss martyrs who fell in the wanton 
and unprovoked firing on the people gathered at the 
Peace Conference. This Conference sends its gree¬ 
tings to all those behind the prison bars, who have 
been victims of this Nazi terror and is proud of their 
courageous bearing in the face of this inhuman 
torture. 

This Conference realises that these atrocities are 
the outcome of a conspiracy to terrorise the workers, 
who have bravely withstood and foiled all attempts 
by the Government and its Agents to smash their 
Assam Railroad Workers’ Union, the vanguard of the 
militant working class movement in Assam. 

This Conference demands an open Public enquiry 
into the firing and atrocities committed on the 
workers, and immediate and unconditional release 
of these arrested and due compensation for the losses 
they have undergone. 

This Conference calls upon all the Railway 
Workers and other workers throughout India, to join 
in protest against these atrocities, and rally round to 
the defence of these brave and unbending fighters 
for democracy. 
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RBSOlOnOIt ON NEW pIiaANISiTlOH 

The .open and shameless betrayal of the All India 
iRailwaymen's Stirke in Maroh last in violation of the 
-unanimous mandate of lakhs of members of Rail- 
waymen’s Unions all over India, by the Socialist' 
leadership of the A. I. R. F., and the autocratic decision 
of disaffiliation of all those unions which stood faith¬ 
fully and firmly by the democratically declared 
mandate of the workers, have created an entirely new 
situation in the history of the Railway workers 
struggle against exploitation and oppression. 

The All-India Railwaymen’s Federation, which w^as 
formed by certain reformist trade unionists two 
decades ago, was immediately accorded recognition by 
the Imperialist Government, with a .view to sow 
illusions among the mass of Railway workers and 
as an attempt to prevent them from taking to the path 
of class struggle. It is no wonder, therefore, through¬ 
out the last decade, A.I.R.F. did nothing to defend and 
advance the interests of the Railway workers. Thanks 
to this leadership, and to the fact that militant 
•unions had not generally arisen all over the Railways, 
the Government succeeded in their offensive on the 
workers in the early thirties,—by way of retrenchment 
and wage-cuts etc. 

It was only after 1943, when the fighting Railway 
workers unions like S. I. R. Labour Union G.LP, B.B. 
& C. I. etc had come into the A. I. R. F. that the 

A. I. R. P. began to progressively put forth demands 
of the Railway workers. 

The then leadership of the A. I. R. F., the noiorious 
Imperialist stooge Jamnadas Mehta & Co., tried its 
level best to stifle the voice of these unions, going to 
the extent of disaffiliating them. None the Less, the 
Railway workers all over the country forced a reversal 
of the decision, and finally drove Jamnadas Mehta out 
of the working class movement. 

It was again the militant unions like the S. I. R., 

B. B. & 0. I., and G. I. P. that in 1946, raised the 
banner of struggle against the proposed retrenchment 
and for a complete revision of wage scales. It was 
because of their unceasing effort that the A. I. R. F. 
that forced to take the momentous decision of strike 
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hallot and fix June 27th 1946, as the day of All-Indiaf 
strike. 

Nonetheless, • the reformist leadership of the 
A.I.R.F., afraid of this mighty movement of the workers,, 
succeeded with the assistance of Congressmen and 
Socialist in getting the strike withdrawn on promise 
of a Commission for revision of wage scales and a 
paltry sum as interim relief. Since then, the Socialists 
who were elected to leading positions, took the mantle 
of Jamnadas Mehta, and have been obstructing and 
fighting against every effort to assert the rights of the 
workers by strike action. 

During these two years, the Congress Covernment 
have been mounting one offensive after another on the- 
Railway workers : grossly unjust wage-scales of the 
Pay Commission, actual lowering of wages for a 
number of workers, the unjust recommendations o£ 
the classificasion Tribunal which functioned without 
any reference to workers and drew up a report on the- 
evidence of the Administrations, the refusal to 
compensate the workers for rise in the cost of living, 
denial of House rent allowance—these are but some of 
the new offensives launched by the Congress Govern¬ 
ment. By frustrating every effort of the militant’ 
unions to fight this offensive, by refusing to agree to a 
strike, by actively coming out against any talk of a 
strike, by joining in the employers slander of the- 
workers that they are corrupt, indolent etc., J. P. and 
the Socialist leaders of the A. I. R. F., abetted the 
Government, in carrying out this anti-working class 
policy. 

Nonetheless, the militant unions were able, by 
their firm stand inside the AIRF and by means of the 
struggles they were independently leading in various 
Railways, to postpone a frontal offensive against the 
Railway workers. 

In October 1948, emboldened by the policy of the- 
Socialist leadership of the AIRF, the Government of 
India launched an open frontal attack on wages of the 
Railway workers by their decision to close down the 
cheap grainshops, thus reducing the earnings of 
Railway workers by Rs. 20 to 26/- per month, which* 
even according to the Railway Minister, would result’ 
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in a net BaTixtg Of Bs. 10/* crores an&u&lly to the 
•Government. 

In the fade of the burning indignation of the 
workers against this attack of the Government, the 
Socialist leaders had to agree to a strike ballot. But 
already, the General Secretary of the AIRP, 
S. Guruswami, had aggreed to this very decision of 
withdrawal of grainshop concessions, by signing the 
Report of the Railway Enquiry Committee Report 
just a few days ago. That Report, which was kept a 
guarded secret at that time, not only recommended the 
complete closure of the grainshops, but it slanderd the 
Railway workers and recommended drastic retrench¬ 
ment of over 50,000 workers. Immediatly after the strike 
ballot, they entered into secret negotiations with the 
Government, and on the pretext of the talks proceed¬ 
ing favourably, they refused to carry out the mandate 
of the 3 J lakh Railway workers, who had voted for a 
strike, and refused to serve the strike notice. Seeing 
however, that the militant unions were determined 
to stand faithfully hy the mandate of the workers and 
that their presence inside the AIRF was seriously- 
threatening the determined efforts of the Socialists to 
betray the Railway workers and their movement to 
the Congress Government, they autocratically decided 
to disaffiliate these unions from the A.I.R.P. In 
February and March, not only did they not raise any 
protest against the brutal and unprecedented fascist 
repression and military regime let loose on the Railway 
workers, hut actually abetted the Government in this 
repression, aqted as informers and spies and got the 
militant workers arrested. 

In order to carry out this policy of betrayal of the 
rising Railway workers’ movemet, the Socialist 
leaders of the AIRP misused their control of the office 
of the AIRP, by admitting bogus unions, and admitt¬ 
ing claims of fictitious, inflated membership of the 
unions under their control, thereby creating a bogus 
fictitious majority for themselves in the AIRP. It is 
no wonder that throughout its regime in the AIRP, 
the Socialist leadership refused to entertain the 
appointment of a Credentials Committee to go into 
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t}3L« account of the unions and assess their reaK 
membership, 

With the fighting unions thus kept out, the AIRP, 
as is is today, can no longer defend the interests of the 
Railway workers apd it can only serve as an Agency of 
the Govei'nment, as an instrument for carrying out 
the offensive of the capitalist Government, with ap 
outward show of co-operation with the workers* 
organisation. 

To day, when the Railwaymen all over India are 
faced with an all round offensive of the capitalist 
Government, in the form ^of retrenchment, closure of 
grainshops, increase in work-load, denial of T. U. 
rights, withdrawal of recognition, victimisation, 
insecurity of jobs, and refusal of a living wage, the 
continuation of such a situation is fraught with grave 
consequences for the Railway workers and the Indian 
working class. It is of paramount importance that 
there should be an All-India Railway Workers’ 
Organisation, which would guide and co-ordinate the 
struggles of the Railway workers througout the 
country, rally the strength of the entire Railway 
workers and lead them in struggle to defeat the offen¬ 
sive of the Government and win for them their basic 
demands. 

This Conference of India’s Railwaymen, held under 
the joint auspices of the S. I. R. Labour Union, the 
M. S. M. Railway Workers’ Union, the E. I. Rail Road 
workers’ Union, the B. B' & C. I. Railwaymen’s Union 
the G. I. P. Railwaymen’s Union, Assam Rail Road 
Workers’ Union, B. N. R. Workers’ Union, 0. T. Rail 
Road Workers’ Union, representing about Lakhs 
oganised Railway workers, therefore, hereby resolves 
to form a Central organisation of the Indian Railway- 
men, under the style and name of the ALL INDIA 
UNION OP RAILWAY WORKERS. 

This Conference declares most emphatically that 
the All-India Ralwaymen’s Federation, consisting of 
unions with bogus inflated membership, no longer 
represents, and can no longer speak in the name of 
the Indiasn Railway workers, and any agreement with 
it is not binding on the Railway workers. 

This Conference declares that the new organisation 
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taking its birth today in the midst of the mos^'^ 
ierocious repression, and organised by workers who 
have come directly from the bench, undaunted by the 
repression and threats of victimisation, shall pledge, to 
defend the interests of the Bailwaymen, to nndeviar. 
tingly lead them in the struggle against the capitalist; 
ofiensive of retrenchment, wage-cut, etc, and for a, 
living wage and fundamental rights. This Qopference 
further declares that the new organisation shall pledge 
to work for and prepare the Railway workers to take 
their rightful place in the ranks of the entire Indian 
working class and the toiling masses in their struggle 
to end capitalism and to establish a Socialist State 
in India. 

The Conference calls upon the Railway workers in 
India to rally round the new central organisation and 
forge a mighty and invincible fighting unity of the 
eight lakhs of Indian Railway workers,, which must 
isolate and drive out the traitors to the working class 
from the working class movement and defeat the repre¬ 
ssion and offensive of the capitalist Government and 
take its place in the front ranks of the working class 
in its struggle to end capitalism and to establish a 
Socialist State in India. 

Note. There were some other resolutions which for lack of time could 
not be discussed and were referred to the working Committee for its 
.consideration. 



List of Unions affiliated to All India Union of 
Railway Workers 


Union 

1. E. P. Railway workers* Union 

2. B,B.& CJ, Railwaymen’s Union 

8. G. I. P, Railwaymen’s Union 

4. M. S, M, Railway workers’ 

Union 

5» S. I. R. Labour Union 

6. Assam Railroad workers’ Union 

7. O, T. Railroad workers’ Union 
8* E, I. Railroad workers’ Union 

9. B. N. Railway workers* Union 


Address 

Member 

SHIP 

Khana Rashida 
Juma Musjid 
Delhi. 

8,638 

Zaveri House 
Batliwala Rd, 
Parel, Bombay, 

12,000 

Neptune Building 
166, Hornby Rd, 
Fort Bombay. 

80,000 

Red House, 
Bitragunta 
Madras 

2,600 

Golden Rock 
Trichy 
Madras 

23,000 

Pandu 

Assam 

14,000 

Sonepur 

Bihar 

10,000 

|84/1A, Bowbazar 
st, Calcutta. 

45,408 

129, A, Circular 
Garden Reach 
Bd. Calcutta. 

1,260 
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